
ASPE Denver Chapter Newsletter, Volume 11, Issue 8 Page

PROFESSIONAL
ESTIMATOR Denver, Chapter 5

MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT
Heather Boulanger

CHAPTER MEETING
NOTICE

Date: Tuesday, April 10, 2012

Time: Zoo Tour: 4:00 pm
Dinner/Networking: 5:30 pm

Place: Denver Zoo
2300 Steele Street
Denver, CO 80205

*Meet as a group at the Main Entrance -
Guest Relations

Cost: $45.00 w/registration*
$50.00 w/o registration*
$20.00 for students

*$5 off if you register by April 6
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Winner of the 2011 National Newsletter of the Year Award!

April 2012

Program information on page 4 -
register on aspedenver.org

In This Issue

Denver Zoo

Asian Tropics

Exhibit

Continued on page 3...

Last month we had some fun recreating a general contractor’s War
Room on bid day.  Well, some of us had fun...those of us that
pretended to be subcontractors who:

· Don’t turn in bids until the last minute
· Don’t turn in complete bids
· Don’t give bids to all the G.C.’s
· Don’t answer the phone when G.C.’s call to get clarifications
· Send bids for the wrong project

I apologize to those of you who had to try and puts bids together with that information
and under those conditions, but now you might have a little more understanding of
what really happens in General Contractor’s offices.

Of course, none of we subcontractors who are members of this society would ever
dream of acting in such a manner in real life... It must be all of those other
subcontractors.
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Current Membership Count 80

Chapter Membership Classifications:

31.25% 25  Certified Professional

      Estimator (CPE)

51.25% 41  Estimator (E)

7.50% 6   Associate Member (ASM)

2.50% 2    Constructor (C)

0.00% 0    Student ( S )

5.00% 4    Affiliate Member ( AF )

0.00% 0    Member Emeritus ( ME )

0.00% 0    Honorary Member ( HM )

2.50% 2    Fellow ( FCPE )

100% 80 TOTAL

Membership Statistics

(as of March 6, 2012)

Continued on page 6...

by Robert Steele

After sitting in my estimating cave for the past few months & feeling the welts from the
hard bid market, I’m ready to think about other things than my daily estimate routines &
estimating. It looks as though winter may be leaving us soon and summer is fast
approaching. Extended vacation plans for the summer probably have already been made
& many of us are tired of the grueling west I-70 commute on the weekends. Here are a
couple of quick get away ideas that are great for people of all ages & are all within an
hour of the Denver Metro area.

Located just off the Wadsworth & C-470
are two great parks & natural areas,
Chatfield State Park & the Denver
Botanical Gardens at Chatfield. The
Botanical Gardens is a place to walk
amongst the foliage & experience the
variety of plant life that Colorado has to
offer. It is a great place to enjoy a picnic
& listen to a cheerful birds do their thing.
When summer comes the Denver
Botanical Gardens at Chatfield offers a
variety of outdoor concerts. From the Bo
dean’s to the Fabulous Thunderbirds it’s
a great way to spend a summer evening,
even if it happens to rain. Located just
across the street is Chatfield State Park.
From hot air balloons to horse back rides
this place has it all. Known for its water
activities, Chatfield also has bounty of
land activities as well. Birding, biking,
hiking, running, aviation & equestrian are
just some of the activities that can be
done on the land surrounding the park. The reservoir has one of the largest varieties of
aquatic life the state has to offer & is a great place to take the family fishing. Both
Chatfield State Park & the Botanical Gardens at Chatfield are awesome places to view
wildlife. Coyotes, deer, bear, beaver, turtles, porcupine, prairie dogs, rabbits, snakes &
several varieties of birds can be seen on your visit to the parks. If you are there early
enough in the day, bald eagles & a heard of elk can sometimes be seen traveling through
the area. Information & directions regarding these two destinations can be found at
www.botanicgardens.org or www.parks.state.co.us

Another one of Colorado’s hidden gems is Castlewood Canyon State Park, located just
outside Franktown.  This small canyon was formed by the mighty waters of the Cherry
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ASPE Code of Ethics
Professional estimators shall perform services in
areas of their disciplines and competence.

Professional estimators shall continue to expand
their professional capabilities through continuing
education programs to better enable them to serve
clients, employers and the industry.

Professional estimators shall conduct themselves
in a manner, which will promote cooperation and
good relations among members of our profession
and those directly related to our profession.

Professional estimators shall safeguard and keep
in all confidence all knowledge of the business
affairs and technical procedures of an employee
or client.

Professional estimators shall conduct themselves
with integrity at all times and not knowingly or
willingly enter into agreements that violate the
laws of the United States of America or of the
states in which they practice. They shall establish
guidelines for setting forth prices and receiving
quotations that are fair and equitable to all parties.

Professional estimators shall utilize their
education, years of experience and acquired skills
in the preparation of each estimate or assignment
with full commitment to make each estimate or
assignment as detailed and accurate as their
talents and abilities allow.

Professional estimators shall not engage in the
practice of “Bid Peddling” as defined by this
code. This is a breach of moral and ethical
standards, and this practice shall not be entered
into by a member of this Society.

Professional estimators and those in training to be
estimators shall not enter into any agreement that
may be considered acts of collusion or conspiracy
(bid rigging) with the implied or expressed
purpose of defrauding clients.  Acts of this type
are in direct violation of the Code of Ethics of the
American Society of Professional Estimators.

Professional estimators and those in training to be
estimators shall not participate in acts such as the
giving and receiving of gifts, that are intended to
be or may be construed as being unlawful acts of

bribery.

Canon 1

Canon 2

Canon 3

Canon 4

Canon 5

Canon 6

Canon 7

Canon 8

Canon 9
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President’s Article

cont. from page 1...
○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Quote of the Month

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○“ Integrity without knowledge is weak
and useless, and knowledge without
integrity is dangerous and dreadful.”

~ Samuel Johnson

I certainly hope that the rest of you that
shared in this program had some fun, as
well.  Kye Holtan Brown has requested
that if you had any ideas for making that
program better to please contact her, as she
would like to do it again for CSU students
as well as other colleges.  You may reach
her at:  khb4111@gmail.com.

EDUCATION UPDATE

Kye Holtan-Brown,
Education Committee Chairperson

The education committee met with the
newly re-formed CSU ASPE club on
Thursday, March 22nd. The CSU club went
dormant last fall, after all the student leaders
from last year graduated. The student club
started back up this spring and has a
membership of 20 students. The new
club, and its leadership, is diverse, with a
variety of students ranging from freshmen to
seniors. The club has big plans for the rest
of this year and for next year.

The meeting on Thursday focused on how
the Denver ASPE chapter and the CSU
Student club can work together.  Kye
Holtan-Brown, education committee chair,
and committee members Eddie Castaneda
from Roche Constructors and Daniel with
the Weifield Group all made the trip to Ft

Continued on page 7...



 

 

 

 

 

ASPE Denver Chapter 

2012 Annual Golf Tournament 
 

 

 

Monday, May 21, 2012 

8:30am—Shotgun Start 

Pinehurst Country Club 

6255 W. Quincy Avenue 

Denver, CO 80235 

 

Pinehurst Country Club is a surprising and beautiful secret in 

southwest Denver…rolling green hills, several mirrored lakes and 

ponds, 100-year-old trees and unparalleled views of the great 

Rocky Mountains and the city of Denver.  This year’s tournament 

will be a Four-Person Best Ball format. 

 

Early Registration Fee (Before April 20) Members:$140.00 Non-

Members:$150.00 

Registration Fee-Members:$165.00 Non-Members:$175.00 

Foursome Registration Fee $600.00 

 

Registration Fees include green fees, cart, lunch and an awards  

reception following the golf. 

 

Sponsorships Available: 

Tournament Sponsor—$1,000.00 

Lunch Sponsor—$500.00 

Beverage Cart Sponsor—$500.00 

Awards Sponsor—$500.00 

Hole Sponsor—$200.00 

 

For detailed event information, sponsorship details or to  

register, visit the events page at www.AGCColorado.org or com-

plete and return this form to 303-388-0936. 

Registration and/or Sponsorship 

 

Name/s:         

 

         

 

         

 

Company:         

 

Phone:         

 

Email:          

 

   Tournament Sponsor  Lunch Sponsor 

Beverage Cart Sponsor  Awards Sponsor 

Hole Sponsor 

 

Payment Information 

 

Send Invoice (Members Only)  

Credit Card: MC    VISA     AMEX    Discover       

 

Card #:         

 

Exp Date:  /      CVC:        

 

Name on Card:        

 

Billing Zip Code:     



 

Denver Chapter 5 

APRIL CHAPTER PROGRAM 

 
     

Denver Zoo Asian Tropics Job TourDenver Zoo Asian Tropics Job TourDenver Zoo Asian Tropics Job TourDenver Zoo Asian Tropics Job Tour    

    
 

Kiewit Building Group is in the process of completing an  
update of the Denver Zoo.  Occupying 10-acres on the 
southern edge of the zoo, Asian Tropics is a $50 million 
conservation center devoted to highly-endangered Asian 

species including elephants, Indian rhinos and         
Malayan tapirs.   

 
Asian Tropics will be one of North America’s largest        

elephant habitats and have the unique ability to hold up to 
eight bull elephants in one exhibit complex.   

 
Planned to open in July, 2012, only a select few have the 

opportunity to a behind the scenes VIP tour before opening 
to the general public.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASPE Denver Headquarters 
1114 W. 7th Avenue, Suite 250 

Denver, CO  80204 
Phone (720) 235-1950 ● Fax (303) 757-4313 
www.aspedenver.org ● info@aspedenver.org 

 
Event Details 
 
Date/Time: 
 

Tuesday, April 10, 2012 
4:00 pm - Zoo Tour 
5:30 pm - Dinner/Networking  
 

Location: 
Denver Zoo 
2300 Steele Street 
Denver, CO  80205 
Meet as a group at the Main  
Entrance—Guest Relations. 
 

Registration 
 

Early Registration: 
Ends April 6, 2012 
Members:  $40.00 
Non-Members:  $45.00 
 

Standard Registration: 
After April 6, 2012 
Members:  $45.00 
Non-Members:  $50.00 
 

To Register by Phone/Email: 
Call  (720) 235-1950 or 
email info@aspedenver.org 
 
To Register online: 
www.agccolorado.org/events 
 
 
 
 

 
Cancellation Policy:  Although we hope you 
are able to attend each event for which you 
register, should you find it necessary to 
cancel your registration, please do so four 
business days before the event.  If we re-
ceive your cancellation within this time 
frame, you will receive credit towards a 
future event.  However, if we receive your 
cancellation less than four days before the 
event, we will be unable to issue a 
credit.  All cancellation requests are to be 
received in writing via fax to (303)388-0936 
or email info@aspedenver.org. 
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NOTICE OF CANCELLATION
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Quick Getaways cont. from page 2...

Creek. A damn was actually constructed in the late 1800’s to contain the waters of Cherry

Creek within the canyon walls for agricultural purposes. At the time the damn was built, it

was an engineering marvel. Two damn walls were constructed, by hand, to support each

other. The inner wall was erected to hold the water & the outer wall was constructed to

support the inner wall.   The park offers all sorts of hiking, birding, photography & some

climbing depending on the time of year. A number of trails trickle throughout the area.

They range in length from under a half a mile to a little over 4 miles. The level of difficulty

ranges from easy, moderate & the strenuous. Many types of wild life exist in the park & at

the right time of day you may see deer, lizard, snakes, lion, hawks, beaver & horned owl.

After spending a few hours hiking around the canyon the park has the perfect picnic areas

with wonderful views of Pikes Peak and the Front-Range. If you enjoy mountain bike

riding, the mountain bike stage of the Elephant Rock Ride, winds its way around the rim of

the canyon. The half way point rest stop is actually located at one of the parks trail heads.

Information & directions regarding this fabulous park can be found at

www.parks.state.co.us.

The final entry into the Quick Get Away Article is the Fire Look-out Station located on

Devils Head. Located just west of Castle Rock & Sedalia on Rampart Range Road, this is

a great place to take a family or special person. From the parking area you will take a

moderate hike, of a around a mile & a half to the ranger cabin/ picnic ground at the base of

Devils Head. The hour long hike will take you through stands of aspens & pine trees, with

several refreshing views of Denver & Castle Rock. From the picnic area you will climb

143 stairs to the look-out tower. Once you have arrived at the building you will be greeted

by Ranger Bill, who has manned the look-out for over 27 seasons. Bill will initiate you into

the Squirrel Club & ask you to sign the registry. The membership even comes with a

membership card. Bill is willing to answer any question you may have & has many

interesting stories to share. The fire look-out is one of the last working fire look-out stations

in the US & on a clear day has some of the best views in Colorado. Pikes Peak, Mount

Evans & Rocky Mountain National Park can be viewed from the platform. From this

vantage point, you can also see the impact that man has had on his environment, evidenced

by the Hayman & Buffalo Creek burn areas. One of the best parts of the hike & climb to

the top of the fire look-out is, the leisurely walk back down the mountain to your car. For

information & directions to the Devils Head Fire Look-out, just Google “Devils Head Fire

Look-out”.

I look forward to seeing you at one of these amazing locations & I hope that all of you can

find time to get out and enjoy Colorado & all it has to offer.
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Collins to meet with students. The committee members shared their stories of how they
got into estimating, what they liked about it, how they got involved in ASPE and what they
find to be the benefits of membership. Students were given forms for applying for ASPE
membership as students, and hopefully we will get a number of new members as a result!
 
The students in turn were asked what goals they had for their club and what the Denver
chapter could do to support them. They are working on a club t-shirt, would like to get in
at least one program before the end of the term and would like to get some other
programs in the works for the fall. The following topics are of interest, so if any Denver
chapter members would like to help put on a program, please contact one of the
committee members.

 - Bid Day Simulation (tentatively scheduled for 4/18)
 - Sustainable Construction Practices and their Importance to Preconstruction
 - Use of Google Sketchup and Opportunities for Use During Preconstruction
 - BIM and/or VDC topics
 - OST and/or other technology

 
Thanks to everyone from the Denver chapter who helped provide “bids” for the Bid Day
Simulation program, and also thank you to everyone who participated in the mock bid day
at last week’s dinner program and provided suggestions for improving the simulation. The
CSU club will be the next guinea pig - and in addition to getting a unique program from the
Chapter 5 members, they will help us refine the program further before making it available
to other chapters for use as a chapter dinner program or a presentation to their local
construction management school.
 
This club is off to a great start. Look for great things from this group next year!

Pictures From

the March

Program

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Education Update cont. from page 3...
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Acoustical Concepts

Acoustical Services Corp.

Adolfson & Peterson Construction

Akima Construction Services, LLC

Alutiiq, LLC

ARC Integrated Program Management

Assoc. Construction Consultants

Buckles & Associates

Building Tech Consultants, Inc.

Catamount Constructors

CDM Constructors

CFC Construction Company

CH2M Hill Constructors, Inc.

CLC Associates, Inc.

Coblaco Services

C.P.C. Painting Inc.

dcb Construction Company, Inc.

Demand Construction Services, Inc.

Douglas Roofing

Drake Williams Steel

Duro Electric Company

Eastcliffe Construction LLC

ETG Systems, Inc.

Fransen Pittman General Contractors

GFC Consulting

Golden Triangle Construction

Heartland Acoustics & Interiors

Heggem-Lundquist

Howell Construction

Hyder Construction, Inc.

Insituform Technologies, Inc.

Interior Alterations, Inc.

J.E. Dunn

Jacobs Engineering Group

Jordy Construction

J.R. Huston Consulting

Member Company Roster
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The following is a list of companies who are
represented at ASPE Chapter 5…

Kellogg, Brown & Root, Inc.

Landtech Contractors Inc.

Ludvik Electric

Madsen Kneppers & Associates

Main Electric

Management Computer Controls

Maxwell Builders

McNevin Company

Merrick & Company

Metro Steel Fabricating

Mortenson

MWH Constructors

Northern Electric Inc.

PA Consulting Group

Palace Construction Co.

Pasterkamp Heating & Air Conditioning

Pinkard Construction

Project Analytics Group, LLC

Rapid Wire, LLC

R.D. Simmermon & Company

RFP Consulting, Inc.

Rider Levett Bucknall

Roche Constructors

Rolling Plains

Shaw Construction

SL Mechanical Consulting, Inc.

Solutions Before Solutions After

Starr Painting and Drywall

Sturgeon Electric

T.P. Enterprises, Inc.

Tetra Tech

The Blue Book

Total Plumbing, Inc.

Trautman & Shreve, Inc.

Universal Forest Products

Vertex Construction Services, Inc.

Weifield Group Contracting

West Electric

Member companies cont...
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Board Members & Committees 2011 - 2012

ASPE Denver Chapter 5
1114 West 7th Avenue,

Suite 250
Denver, CO 80204

(720) 235-1950
info@aspedenver.org
www.aspedenver.org

OFFICERS:

President: Heather Boulanger

Rolling Plains, Inc., Email: heather@rollingplains.com

1st Vice President: Eric Ross, CPE

Management Computer Controls, Email: laurenanderic@comcast.net

2nd Vice President: Kye Holtan-Brown, CPE

Kiewit Building Group, Email:  khb4111@gmail.com

3rd Vice President: David Morgan, CPE

RTD FasTracks, Email: David.Morgan@RTDFastracks.com

Secretary: Jim Dent

Weifield Group Contracting, Email: jdent@weifieldgroup.com

Treasurer: David Morgan, CPE

RTD FasTracks, Email: David.Morgan@RTDFastracks.com

BOARD OF DIRECTOR MEMBERS:

Gary Beatty, CPE, Drake-Williams Steel, Mountain Steel Division, gbeatty@dwsteel.com

Marc Reid, CPE, dcb Construction, amreid1975@gmail.com

Robert Steele, Maxwell Construction, rsteele@maxwellconst.com

Craig Tarr, Madsen Kneppers & Associates, ctarr@mkainc.com

COMMITTEES:

Awards Committee Chair:

Heather Boulanger, Rolling Plains, Inc.

(303) 659-7861 Email: heather@rollingplains.com

Certification Committee Chair:

Bruce Thompson, CPE, Merrick & Company

(303) 751-0741 Email: bruce.thompson@merrick.com

Education Committee Chair:

Kye Holtan-Brown, CPE, Kiewit Building Group

(303) 345-2842 Email: khb4111@gmail.com

Ethics Committee Chair:

Marc Reid, CPE, dcb Construction

(303) 287-5525 Email: amreid@comcast.net

Industry Relations Chair:

Marc Reid, CPE, dcb Construction

(303) 287-5525 Email: amreid1975@gmail.com

Membership Committee Chair:

Eric Ross, CPE, Management Computer Controls

(800) 225-5622 Email: laurenanderic@comcast.net

Program Committee Chair:

Kye Holtan-Brown, CPE, Kiewit Building Group

(303) 345-2842 Email: khb4111@gmail.com

Newsletter Committee Chair:

Chris Morton, CPE, Howell Construction

(303) 899-4784 Email: cmortoncpe@comcast.net

Newsletter Editor/W ebmaster

Suvi Caton, CPSM, LEED AP, Strategic Marketing Concepts (SMC)

(720) 480-5187 Email: suvicaton@smc-strategy.com
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Association Management:

 Rocky Mountain Construction

Alliance, LLC

Executive Directors:

Dave Davia & Michael Gifford


