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Winner of the Best Newsletter Award 2012-13 Award in the Northwest Region! 

September 2016

In This Issue

Welcome back! I hope you all had a wonderful summer break from 
ASPE. Your board has been working hard to bring you a great year of 
programs, fellowship and service for the estimating community.

 
Just some of the upcoming exciting events are:
1.       Monthly Meetings with great guest speakers
2.       Scholarship Clay Shoot
3.       Joint Society/Organization holiday gathering
4.       Jobsite tour of a downtown high-rise
5.       A Day of Estimating Training
6.       Bowling with Estimators
7.       Scholarship Golf Tournament
8.       National Estimating Summit Summer 2017
 
But let’s not get to far ahead. Looking back to the May meeting the Chapter had a great 
outing to the Rockies Game at Coors Field. A little rain and cold weather did not stop us 
from coming out to enjoying a ball game, a hot dog and 

Keep it green! Please print 
this newsletter only if 
absolutely necessary.

Date:  Tuesday, September 13, 2016

Time:  5:00pm Registration/Networking
 6:00pm Dinner
 7:00pm Program

  Urban Roadhouse
 999 18th Street, Suite 101 
 Denver, CO 80202
 *Corner of 19th & Curtis Street
 
Cost:  $40.00 Members*
 $45.00 Non-Members*
 $30.00 Unemployed or  
             Retired Members
  *$5 additional if you register after Sept. 8th

Sign Up Today

Program information on page 7. 
Register at: www.aspedenver.org

KIOWA CREEK  
SPORTING CLUB  

46700 E. County Road 30 
Bennett, CO 

8:15am on September 29, 2016

DRONES IN 
CONSTRUCTION

ASPE Annual Clay Shoot

Chapter Meeting 
NoticeSept. Program

Continued on page 3...
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The Forensic Estimator as Expert Witness
by, Robert H. Pratt, FCPE

FEaTURE 
aRTiCLE
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Continued on page 3...
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In the construction industry there are many types of professionals. 
• Design professionals – including architects and engineers 

– with expertise in disciplines such as civil, geotechnical, 
structural, mechanical, electrical, acoustical, and an entire 
host of other fields.  

• Estimating construction professionals, who quantify and 
develop an estimate for the cost of constructing what 
the design professionals have envisioned and defined 
through their drawings, specifications and, in recent 
years, digital models.

• Other construction professionals, including project sched-
ulers, project managers, supervisors, and skilled trade 
workers.

 It has been my experience that the vast majority of construction 
professionals strive to produce a project that they can all be proud 
of once it is completed. The reality is, “There is no such thing as a 
perfect set of plans,” and likewise, “There is no such thing as perfect 
execution of a perfect set of plans.”  
 So, when imperfection rears its ugly head – either in the design 
or the execution of a project – what happens? That obviously de-
pends on the degree of imperfection. Minor flaws in a design or in 
work performed in the field can be remedied by simple adjustments 
or cosmetic repairs. There are, however, times when the magnitude 
of a design or construction mistake is quite substantial, expensive, 
and/or impossible to correct satisfactorily.
 When problem projects arise with significant design errors, con-
struction errors, or even unanticipated conditions resulting in signifi-
cant cost or schedule overruns, another type of professional enters 
the scene. You probably guessed it: attorneys.  
 Attorneys who focus their practices primarily in the construction 
industry are usually engaged by the parties involved in a project that 
has serious design, construction, cost, or schedule issues. These at-
torneys are often members of the American College of Construction 
Lawyers and/or the Construction Law Forum of the American Bar 
Association. As soon as the attorneys are hired, it seems that another 
type of professional becomes necessary – forensic technical liability 

experts and forensic damages experts. Thus begins the process that 
culminates in what has been dubbed “the battle of the experts.”
 One specialized type of forensic expert is the professional who 
is responsible for assimilating the opinions of all the other techni-
cal liability experts. He must assess the relevant opinions regarding 
causation of the various identified problems and determine an ap-
propriate allocation of fault to one or more of the parties. He accom-
plishes this based on the technical information provided by, in some 
cases, a multitude of liability experts.  
 This type of professional must also be familiar with the various 
applicable contracts and subcontract agreements, and the terms that 
may govern the various parties’ entitlement to compensation. In the 
process, based on the opinions of the technical experts and other 
relevant information, this professional is called upon to quantify the 
scope of the issues or elements involved in the various claims and al-
legations and proposed solutions for remedying the various problems.  
 The professional who prepares such an analysis is called a Fo-
rensic Estimator or Damages Expert. The term “forensic” according 
to Webster, simply means “that which is suitable for judicature or 
debate.” Therefore, the Forensic Estimator is responsible for prepar-
ing an analysis and presentation suitable for a judge, jury, arbitrator, 
mediator, hearing officer, or any other party charged with making a 
decision or recommendation in a case.
 A typical cost estimator for a general contractor (or a subcontrac-
tor) performs takeoffs of the work shown in the plans and specifica-
tions; procures prices for materials, equipment, subcontracts, and 
other costs; and then incorporates this information into an estimate 
of the costs that becomes part of a competitive or negotiated bid.  
 The Forensic Estimator does this and more. He must rely on the 
opinions of the other technical experts and on relevant dispute reso-
lution language within the applicable contracts. Furthermore, he will 
frequently have to prepare a written report or narrative. This report 
elaborates upon and explains the rationale and reasoning underly-
ing each element of cost included in the Forensic Estimate, and goes 
along with any arithmetical computation of the reasonable cost of the 
line items involved in the various claims and allegations.

The Forensic Estimator as Expert Witness
By Robert H. Pratt, FCPE
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a cold drink. The group also got caught up on how everyone was doing, how busy the 
Colorado construction market is, and summer vacation plans. The group also congratulated 
Stacie Flynn our chapter president on a job well done.  (Three years of service!)
 
As Stacie steps down and passes the torch. Please help me thank her again for her service 
at the September chapter meeting. 

May  
Program
Pictures

FEaTURE 
aRTiCLE

...cont from pg 2

President’s Article
...cont from pg 1
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How much would a 20,000 
square foot office building
cost in your city?
With the DCD Archives you can get detailed square foot cost estimates for practically 
any building type with just 6 clicks of your mouse!

Simply select a project similar to what you or your client is conceptualizing. Change 
the location and date to anytime through 2020 and move to over 600 locations. Press Target - 
and a new cost model is instantly created for you! You can use the DCD Online Square Foot Cost Estimator to:

** Quickly get the cost of different “what if” scenarios
** Experiment with different buildings in markets you’ve been thinking about
** Examine what is included in the cost Divisions - then add, change or remove to fit your needs
Powered by a database of over 1,700 actual building projects, no other construction estimating tool 
can beat the DCD Archives for speed, accuracy and ease of use. 
What’s more, the DCD Archives comes with the highly acclaimed Design Cost Data magazine.  Each issue brings you a 
wealth of information on real projects with detailed cost breakdowns, plus much more. 

Subscription - One year $149.00 (DCDARCH1)  Two year $239.00 (DCDARCH2)
To subscribe go to www.d4cost.net/dcd/store or Call 1-800-533-5680.

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE: cancel anytime and get a full-refund for the unsent issues!

Find out FAST with the DCD Archives
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The #1 Industry Source for Actual Square Foot Cost DataMay-June 2016 $17.00

Elmwood Park High School 

Addition & Remodel

Elmwood Park, Illinois

Architect:  DLA Architects, Inc.   

New Estimating 
Software

Construction Estimating —

10 Most Common Mistakes

 Most disputes tend to be resolved through negotiation or media-
tion once the Forensic Experts on both sides have presented their find-
ings in the form of a written report. Nevertheless, there are also many 
disputes that are not resolved early on, and the attorneys for each 
side end up taking depositions of both fact witnesses and expert wit-
nesses. At this point in a case, many of the disputed issues become 
clearer and some are resolved and dismissed. If there are still unre-
solved issues, a case may end up going to arbitration or court.  
 In a trial setting, the Forensic Estimator or Damages Expert is 
usually the last witness for each party presenting evidence. This is 
because all of the fact witnesses and technical liability experts need 
to present their portion of the evidence before an arbitrator, judge, 
or jury can make any sense out of the summaries and conclusions 
that the Forensic Estimator has derived. It is important for Forensic 
Estimators to be articulate, both verbally and in writing. The Forensic 
Estimator needs to know and understand all of the relevant facts 
involved in a case in order to fulfill his essential role to the trier(s)-
of-fact. He is not permitted to usurp the authority of the tribunal, but 
strives to give only those findings and conclusions that are beyond 
the tribunal’s expertise, in order to facilitate its proper decision.
 In my experience, it is essential that Forensic Estimators study 
and become familiar with the terms contained in the AIA A201 Gen-
eral Conditions document, and the terms and conditions set forth in 
ConsensusDocs contracts such as the CD200, which is the Consen-
susDocs’ Stipulated-Sum form of agreement between an Owner 
and General Contractor.  
 The ConsensusDocs family of contracts is about to celebrate ten 
years in existence. One notable fact regarding these documents 
is that over 40 industry organizations have had a seat at the table 
where the language contained in them has been drafted, modified, 
and updated to meet the changing environment in the construc-

tion industry. The goal was to incorporate language promoting “best 
practices” in the allocation of risk to the various contracting parties, 
and in key areas such as payment terms and the responsibilities and 
relationships of the parties regarding such topics as Building Infor-
mation Modeling (BIM).
 There is a distinct correlation between good contracts, best prac-
tices, clear understandings of the scope and quality of work required 
in a project, and the phenomenon of fewer significant problems … 
resulting in fewer disputes requiring forensic experts and resolution by 
a third-party.
 At one point, I thought that the advent of the concept of “Partner-
ing” was going to bring an end to contract disputes, and eliminate 
the need for Forensic Estimators and Damages Experts altogether. 
However, there still seems to be many projects involved in some form 
of contractual distress or dispute. It is unlikely that, in my lifetime, the 
need for Forensic Estimators and other technical forensic experts in 
the construction industry will abate. But that doesn’t mean that all 
construction industry professionals shouldn’t strive for that elusive 
level of perfection, and perhaps, someday, we will have no need for 
forensic analysis.

 About the author: Robert H. Pratt, 
FCPE, is currently chairman of the Con-
sensusDocs’ Content Advisory Council 
of the Coalition for the more than 40 
endorsing organizations. He is the 
representative for the American Society 
of Professional Estimators. He and his 
firm are also active in the AGC, ABC, 
ASA, and the Construction Law Forum 
of the American Bar Association.
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Stacie Flynn Named ASPE Chapter 
President of the Year

Stacie Flynn, Manager of Pre-Construction for Jordy 
Construction, was awarded the Chapter President of the 
Year by ASPE at the Estimators Summit in Tampa on 
July 15, 2016.  This award is a great acknowledgement of 
Stacie’s service to our Chapter as President for the past 
3 years.  Congratulations Stacie on this well-deserved 
recognition!

Chris Morton Named ASPE Fellow

Chris Morton, Senior Estimator with 
Howell Construction, has been recognized 
as a Fellow by the American Society of 
Professional Estimators (ASPE). “ASPE 
confers its highest award of Fellow Member 
on those persons who have attained 
national recognition for their achievements 
in the art of construction estimating and 
who have made exceptional contributions 
to the Society.” Morton has been an 
active member of ASPE, both locally 
and nationally, for the last 15 years and is 
currently the National Treasurer. 

Well respected in the local commercial construction community, Chris has 
been providing preconstruction services at Howell for more than 15 years 
and has more than 43 years of industry experience. He is responsible for 
schematic budgets, design-development budgets, proposals, preconstruction 
system selection, value engineering, preliminary schedules, subcontractor 
selection, and final estimates. Chris has also been recognized by the U.S. 
Green Building Council as a LEED® Accredited Professional.

Announcements
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Current Membership Count 65

Chapter Membership Classifications:
35.38% 23  Certified Professional 
  Estimator (CPE)
56.92% 37  Estimator ( E )
0.00% 0  Associate Member (ASM)
0.00% 0  Constructor ( C)
1.54% 1  Student (S)
0.00% 0  Affiliate Member (AF)
1.54% 1  Member Emeritus (ME)
0.00% 0  Honorary Member (HM)
4.62% 3  Fellow (FCPE)  
100.00% 65  Membership 

Membership Statistics
(as of August 22, 2016)
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Wow! What a great day for golf. Temperatures were in the 
80’s & scores in the 50’s. Not a cloud in the sky, what a great 
day. Once again the staff at Green Valley Ranch had the golf 
course in great condition & hosted a great golf tournament. 
From the greens to the burgers, nothing but greatness from 
the people at Green Valley Ranch.

ASPE Denver Chapter 5 thanks all of you who participated 
in this year’s Green Valley Ranch Golf Tournament held 
this past June. It was a great success & a great time for all 
who participated.

A huge thank you goes out to our sponsors: Tournament 
Sponsor; Rolling Plains. Hole Sponsors; Assemble Systems, 
Choice Electric, Demand Construction Services, Maxwell 
Builders, Redd Iron RIBMC2 & United Reprographics. 
Without these kind donations, this tournament would not 
have been as successful as it was.

The event offered several prizes. A $75 Green Valley Ranch Club Gift Card was given to 
each member of the first place team.  A $50 Green Valley Ranch Gift Card was given to each 
member of second place finishers. Awards were also given to players for the longest putt, 
closest to the pin & longest drive.

The spring of 2017, ASPE Denver Chapter 5 will be hosting another tournament. The date 
and location are yet to be determined. If you are interested in a sponsorship, helping organize 
the tournament or have any suggestions for next spring’s tournament please drop me a note 
at rsteele@maxwellbuilders.net 

Once again, ASPE Denver Chapter 5 would like to offer a huge thank you to all the sponsors 
of this year’s tournament. Without your support ASPE would not be able to continue support 
scholarship programs & participating in many of the educational programs around Colorado. 
We look forward to seeing you at our upcoming monthly events and at the 2017 ASPE Golf 
Tournament this spring! 

2016 ASPE Golf 
Tournament 
Recap

Justin lived in Boulder until he was 10 when he moved to Santa Clarita, California. After 
graduating from high school he enlisted in the United States Marine Corps and spent 5 years 
serving in Washington State, Camp Pendleton CA, and one tour of duty in Afghanistan as 
an infantry team leader with 3rd Battalion 5th Marines. 

After the Marine Corps, Justin entered the Veterans in the Piping welding program and 
began work as a field pipefitter for Murphy Co. While working in the field, Justin began 
attending courses at Colorado State University – Global Campus, working towards a degree 
in project management which he completed the summer of 2015. After graduation, Justin 
was offered a position as an estimator at Murphy Co. where he has worked for the past 15 
months on projects ranging from hard takeoff tenant finish office space to conceptual design 
process manufacturing. 

Always looking for resources to grow and learn, Justin joined ASPE at the strong 
recommendation of his Murphy Estimating Manager, Greg Friess. Having recently joined 
the Denver Chapter board Justin is looking forward to learning how the chapter operates 
and helping out wherever he can. 

Justin has been married to his wife Erin for 8 years and has two children with a third on the 
way in October. He enjoys family time and fitness activities, recently participating in the 
Boulder Sunrise Triathlon and climbing Long’s Peak. Justin looks forward to working with 
the ASPE Denver team and getting to know everyone as the year progresses. 

Get to know your 
Board Members:

Justin Pollard

5
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ASPE Code of Ethics
Professional estimators and those in training shall perform services in areas of 
their discipline and competence. 

Professional estimators and those in training shall continue to expand their 
professional capabilities through continuing education programs to better enable 
them to serve clients, employers and the industry. 

Professional estimators and those in training shall conduct themselves in a 
manner that will promote cooperation and good relations among members of our 
profession and those directly related to our profession. 

Professional estimators and those in training shall safeguard and keep in 
confidence all knowledge of the business affairs and technical procedures of an 
employer or client. 

Professional estimators and those in training shall conduct themselves with 
integrity as all times and not knowingly or willingly enter into agreements that 
violate the laws of the United States of America or of the states in which they 
practice. They shall establish guidelines for setting forth prices and receiving 
quotations that are fair and equitable to all parties. 

Professional estimators and those in training shall utilize their education, 
years of experience and acquired skills in the preparation of each estimate 
or assignment with full commitment to make each estimate or assignment as 
detailed and accurate as their talents and abilities allow. 

Professional estimators and those in training shall not engage in the practice 
of bid peddling as defined by this code. This is a breach of moral and ethical 
standards, and a member of this society shall not enter into this practice. 

Professional estimators and those in training to be estimators shall not enter 
into any agreement that may be considered acts of collusion or conspiracy (bid 
rigging) with the implied or express purpose of defrauding clients. Acts of this 
type are in direct violation of the code of ethics of the American Society of 
Professional Estimators. 

Professional estimators and those in training to be estimators shall not 
participate in acts, such as the giving or receiving of gifts, which are intended to 
be or may be construed as being unlawful acts of bribery. 
Revision September, 2013

Canon 1

Canon 2

Canon 3

Canon 4

Canon 5

Canon 6

Canon 7

Canon 8

Canon 9
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Quote of the Month
“Learning is experience.  Everything else is 

just information.”  
~Albert Einstein



 
 

 

 

 
Come to the ASPE meeting to learn about drones and how they are used in construction. 
  
Our guest speaker will be Richard Lopez with Hensel Phelps. 
  
 Richard Lopez is with Hensel Phelps – Plains District, an employee-owned  
company that prides itself as a distinguished General Contractor, Construction 
Manager, and Design-Builder whose people are known as the  
best builders in the industry. Richard implements new technology and  
through research, development and training for Hensel Phelps with the  
advancement in UAVs. He is now implementing UAVs into the construction 
workflow. Coming from the architectural and technology industry,  
Richard acts as the filter for software/hardware research from the industry  
to the project teams, using tools to become more efficient and add value  
to the construction team. Leading this effort for integrating UAVs into  
Hensel Phelps, Richard has the opportunity to impact the construction  
industry; UAVs will help construction projects site become safer and  
become more efficient with this emerging technology. 

ASPE SEPTEMBER CHAPTER PROGRAM 

DRONES IN CONSTRUCTION 

Tuesday, September 13, 2016 
5:00pm Registration / Networking 
6:00pm Dinner 
7:00pm Program 
 

Location: 
Urban Roadhouse 
999 18th Street, Suite 101 
Denver, CO 80202 
*Corner of 19th & Curtis Street 

To Register: www.aspedenver.org  
$40 Members* 

$45 Non-Members* 
$30 Unemployed or Retired Members 

*5.00 additional if you register after September 8th  

Please see cancellation policy 
on aspedenver.org 
 
This restaurant offers  
validated parking, access to 
light rail system, great food 
and drinks! 
 



Join ASPE Denver Chapter 5 for this exciting event!  The annual 

Sporting Clay Tournament provides a great opportunity to  network with 

fellow enthusiasts and professionals in the construction industry.  It also 

helps raise funds for local college scholarships. 

 

Sponsorship Opportunities 

 Tournament Sponsor & Team   $1,000 (5 available) 

 Station Sponsor & Team    $950 (10 available) 

 Shell Bag Sponsor & Team   $900 (2 available) 

 Station Sponsor     $500 (10 available) 

 Shell Sponsor     $450 (3 available) 

 Lunch Sponsor     $300 (2 available) 

 Breakfast Sponsor    $300 (1 available) 

 

Registration Fees 

 Team Entry Fee (includes 5 shooters)  $500 

 Individual Entry Fee    $125 

 

Schedule  

 Registration     8:15AM 

 Shoot      9:00AM 

 Luncheon      12:00PM 

2016 ASPE Sporting Clay 
Tournament 

 

EQUIPMENT INFORMATION 
 

Shells will be provided 
Bring your own gun 

Gun Rentals are available through Kiowa 
Creek (303) 644-4627 

 
 

 

REGISTER TODAY 
AT:  
 
ASPEDENVER.ORG 
 
OR CALL STACIE 
(720-570-5750)  

Thurs. 
Sept. 29, 

2016 
 

STARTING 
AT 8:15AM 

 
KIOWA 
CREEK 

SPORTING 
CLUB 

46700 E. COUNTY 
ROAD 30 

BENNETT, CO 
 
 



WELCOME TO THE ASPE
CHAPTER 5!

After your application and dues are received and processed at our administrative 
office, you will be sent a new member packet, which includes additional 
professional estimating information.

Benefits for ASPE Members

•	 Receive	ASPE’s	official	publication	-	Estimating Today -	monthly,	which	
features	Industry	&	Society	news	and	our	member’s	Technical	Papers.

•	 Begin	to	use	the	trademarked	logo	and	“Member	of	ASPE”	as	you	see	fit.
•	 Receive	a	password	to	access	the	“member’s	only”	area	of	our	website.
•	 Take	advantage	of	the	money	saving	opportunities	our	members	get	through	

discounts	on	employment	advertising	and	online	courses	in	estimating.
•	 Most	members	feel	that	they	get	thousands	of	dollars	in	value	from	their	annual	

membership.	

Cost Savings Partners
•	 Davis-Bacon	Wage	Rates--	Look	up	all	50	States.	Free	online	service	from	BNI.
•	 Firestone	Complete	Auto	Care	and	Affiliates:	Offers	exclusive	savings	on	

maintenance,	repairs	and	tires	from	over	2,300	conveniently	located	Firestone	
Complete	Auto	Care,	Tires	Plus,	Expert	Tire	and	Wheel	Works	company-owned	
stores.	Log	into	members-only	and	get	the	link,	Choose your store, Start Saving!

•	 Lenovo:	20%	Discounts	on	notebooks,	tablets,	laptops,	accessories	and	more.	
Includes	FREE	shipping	on	all	web	orders.

Industry Recognition & Career Enhancement
•	 National	recognition	of	Certification	Program	for	Certified	Professional	

Estimators	–	Accredited	by	CESB.	
•	 National,	Regional,	and	Affiliated	Estimating	Academies	Leadership	

opportunities	&	training.
•	 Partnerships	with	other	major	industry	associations	&	builders	exchanges
•	 Online	Directory	for	members	only.	

Publications Discounted
•	 Craftsman	Books	discounted	for	ASPE	members.
•	 Free	subscription	to	Design	Cost	Data	Magazine.
•	 Subscribe	to	Engineering	News	Report	(ENR)	save	54%	off	regular	rate.	

Architectural	Record	and	GreenSource	-	The	McGraw-Hill	companies.
•	 Walker’s	Technical	Books	–	20%	off.
•	 ConsensusDocs

Other Benefits

ProEst	Software,	an	official	
sponsor	of	ASPE,	is	
pleased	to	offer	all	current	
ASPE	members	a	free	
ProEst	Estimating	software	
and	training	Package	-	a	
benefit	worth	$1,340.	
ProEst	Estimating	Lite	is	
an	estimating	and	digital	
takeoff	tool	that	allows	
estimators	to	perform	quantity	
measurements	using	digital	
plans	and	a	mouse.	

Special	rate	for	ASPE	members	
on	the	National	Historic	
Building	Cost	Database	from	
DCD	Magazine.	

PipelineSuite	bid	invitation	
and	online	plan	room	software:	
20%	Discount	off	the	set-up	
fee	for	ASPE	members.
Discount	on	
ConstructionWork.com	
Projects	Search	Service	

Construction	Estimating	
Institute	(CEI)	offers	a	20%	
discount	on	curriculum	
materials	and	course	fees	for	
ASPE	members.	Log	into	
members	only	section	for	
details.	

CPE	Stamp	&	Seal	Program.	
Must be a current ASPE 
member and CPE.



ASPE Certification ASPE Certification ASPE Certification    

American Society of Professional Estimators 



Everybody knows that MD following an individual’s name means Medical Doctor. And most 

people know that CPA signifies Certified Public Accountant. Associations and professions use 

certification to recognize qualified and competent individuals.  The certification process is one 

of the single most important steps in career development. Here are the top ten reasons an esti‐

mating professional should consider becoming ASPE‐Certified.  

1.  Certification grants you professional credentials.  

2.  Certification demonstrates your commitment to the industry and estimating 

profession.  

3.  Certification enhances the profession’s image. 

4.  Certification reflects personal achievement.  

5.  Certification builds self‐esteem.  

6.  Certification can improve career opportunities and advancement. 

7.  Certification may provide for greater earning potential. 

8.  Certification improves skills and knowledge. 

9.  Certification prepares you for greater on‐the‐job responsibilities. 

10. Certification offers greater recognition from peers.  

 

 

Top 10 Reasons to Become  ASPE Certified 



ASPE Certification  
The Certification of Professional Estimators is an acknowledgment that you have met, and continue to meet, the criteria 

established for this designation as determined by the American Society of Professional Estimators (ASPE).  Attaining 

this recognition requires continuing commitments to ethics, education, and employment.  It is a commitment by the 

individual to the construction industry and to ASPE.  

ASPE certification is the highest form of professional recognition an estimator can receive.  Through its certification 

program, ASPE recognizes the estimating proficiency and ethical awareness of the Certified Professional Estimator 

(CPE).   

CPE recognition is being sought and attained by an ever growing number of construction estimators each year.  It is the 

only program of its kind to attest that a construction estimator has met the necessary educational and experience re‐

quirements and has the capabilities required of our profession.  

With such diversity of backgrounds among estimators, the development of programs for both education and certifica‐

tion of professional construction estimators has been a demanding and rewarding process.  For all the varied disci‐

plines and levels of detail, the fundamental principles of construction cost estimating remain universally applicable.  

Beyond these fundamentals, however, the realms of varied disciplines make construction estimating one of the most 

unique challenging, and fulfilling professions an individual may pursue.  

ASPE recognizes the fundamental estimating principles inherent to all types of construction estimating.  Whether for 

general, mechanical, electrical, or specialty disciplines, or for an owner, designer or contracting firm, the estimator re‐

quires knowledge that is applicable in virtually all circumstances.   

Each candidate seeking certification must meet five basic requirements.  

 Experience—Minimum of Five Years 

 Completion of Orientation Workshop 

 Technical Writing Abilities 

 Communication Skills  

 Successful completion of Certification Examinations. 

The Certification Committee then evaluates each of the criteria for conformance to the program.  

ASPE has established that a CPE candidate must possess a minimum of five years of estimating experience in a specific 

discipline to be accepted into the certification program.  

All candidates seeking certification must complete an orientation workshop. This workshop provides the candidate 

with an overview of the requirements and guidelines of the certification process.  

Communication Skills and knowledge of estimating must be demonstrated to the Certification Board. This is done 

through the writing of a technical paper on a subject approved by the Board.   

The certification exam is designed to evaluate the CPE candidate’s overall knowledge of estimating.  It includes quanti‐

ties, contract terms and conditions, cost reporting, ethics, and other fundamentals of estimating. The exams consist of a 

General Estimating Knowledge Exam (GEK) and a Discipline Specific Test (DST).  The DST concentrates on specific 

practices such as General Contracting, Mechanical, Electrical, Excavation, and Concrete estimating. Preparation for the 

exam is recommended.  A candidate will not be notified of CPE status until all requirements of the certification process 

have been passed.  

Once recognized as a CPE, the estimator will be expected to keep abreast of current trends and improved practices in 

the construction industry.  Conformance is measured under the provisions of the Certification Renewal Program.  This 

program requires renewal of certification every three years.  See the Renewal Program Guidelines for further details.  

Professional evaluation through certification is one of many ways the American Society of Professional Estimators en‐

deavors to promote the profession and benefit the construction industry. 
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Assoc. Construction Consultants
Bristol Industries, LLC
Buckles & Associates
Building Tech Consultants, Inc.
CDM Constructors, Inc.
CFC Construction Company
CMC
Commercial Building Services
Concrete Authority, LLC
Cumming
dcb Construction Company Inc
Demand Const. Services, Inc.
Diamond Excavating Inc
Drake Williams Steel
Eastcliffe Consulting, LLC
Faith Enterprises, Inc
Faithful + Gould
Flynn D&D/Monarch
Fransen Pittman General Contractors
Golden Triangle Construction, Inc.
Heartland Acoustics & Interiors
Hensel Phelps Construction Co.
Howell Construction
Interior Alterations, Inc.
Iron Woman Construction
Irwin Industries Inc.
J. R. Huston Consulting, Inc.

Member 
Company 
Roster
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Companies who represent the ASPE Chapter 5

Jacobs
Jordy Construction
Kiewit
L.P.R. Construction Company
Ludvik Electric Co.
Madsen, Kneppers & Associates Inc.
Maxwell Builders
Merrick & Company
Mortenson
Murphy Company
National Wetern Center
Northern Electric Inc.
Palace Construction
Peak Program Value, LLC
Pendleton Resources
PreconConsult
Redd Co Fence, LLC
Redd Iron, Inc
RIB Americas
Roche Constructor, Inc
Rolling Plains, Inc.
SimplexGrinnell
Sturgeon Electric
TEPA
Trautman & Shreve, Inc.
Vertex Construction Services, Inc
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Board Members & Committees 2016 - 2017      

ASPE Denver Chapter Inc.
18952 East Clear Creek Dr. 
Parker, CO 80134-4833
(720) 570-5750 
info@aspedenver.org
www.ASPEdenver.org

OFFICERS:
President: Matthew Rassmussen, E, Hensel Phelps Construction Co.
    (970) 352-6565  mrasmussen@henselphelps.com
1st VP:    
Secretary: 
Treasurer: Eric Ross, CPE, RIB Management Computer Controls, Inc.

    (901) 359-2041  eric.ross@rib-software.us

BOARD OF DIRECTOR MEMBERS:
Geoffrey Johnson, E, Heartland Acoustics and Interiors, geoff@heartland-acoustics.com
Danielle Nicol, CPE, Diamond Excavating Inc., danielle@diamondexcavating.com
Robert Steele, E, Maxwell Construction, rsteele@maxwellbuilders.net
Justin Pollard, E, Murphy Company, jpollard@murphy-den.com

Immediate Past President: Stacie Flynn, E, stacie@jordyconstruction.com

COMMITTEES:
Awards Committee Chair:
Stacie Flynn, E, Jordy Construction

(720) 570-5750  stacie@jordyconstruction.com
Certification Committee Chair:
Danielle Nicol, CPE. Diamond Excavating, Inc.
(303) 432-9336 danielle@diamondexcavating.com
Education Committee Chair:
Chris Morton, FCPE, Howell Construction
(303) 696-5812 cmortoncpe@comcast.net
Ethics Committee Chair:
TBD
Membership Committee Chair:
Eric Ross, CPE, RIB Management Computer Controls, Inc.
(901) 359-2041 eric.ross@rib-software.us
Program Committee Chair:
Officers and Board Members
Newsletter Committee Chair:
Chris Morton, FCPE, Howell Construction
(303) 696-5812 cmortoncpe@comcast.net
Newsletter Editor
Laura Verrips, SandsComm
(303) 378-1063 laura@sandscommconsulting.com
Webmaster
Stacie Flynn, E, Jordy Construction
(720) 570-5750  stacie@jordyconstruction.com
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Just as our contact 
information changes, 
we’re sure yours does as 
well. Please remember 
to contact the National 
ASPE office if you have 
any changes!




