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PROFESSIONAL
ESTIMATOR Denver, Chapter 5

MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT
Chris Morton, CPE, LEED® AP

CHAPTER MEETING 
NOTICE

Date:  Tuesday, April 9, 2013

Time:  3:00 pm Registration
 3:15 pm Tour
 5:45 pm Dinner

Place:  RTD-FasTracks Field Office 
  1899 Wynkoop Street, Suite 150
 Denver, CO 80204

Cost:  $50.00 Members*
 $55.00 Non-Members*
 $30.00 Unemployed or  
             Retired Members 
 *$5 off if you register by Apr. 5th
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Winner of the 2011 National Newsletter of the Year Award! 

April 2013

Program information on page 5. 
Register on  

www.agccolorado.org/events

In This Issue
Site tour of Denver’s

Union Station

Continued on page 3...

Our Annual Estimating Academy was held on March 1st at the AGC 
Training Center with 35 attendees.  I want to thank Kye Holtan-Brown, 
CPE from Kiewit Building Group; Craig Tarr, CPE from Madsen 

Kneppers & Associates; Bob Pratt, FCPE from Demand Construction Services; Chris 
LoSordo from RJM Construction Company and Bob Bolak from Sandler Training for 
taking the time to make excellent presentations.  Special thanks to Bryan Cook and 
Andrea Munoz from the AGC for all of their help in making this event a great success!

Our March program featured Ethan Cowles, Senior Consultant for FMI.  Ethan’s topic 
was “Connecting Actual Job Costs Back to Estimating.”  Ethan does most of his work 
with self-performing contractors throughout the United States and even does some work 
with contractors in Canada.  Here are some of the points he made:

• Net profit for trade contractors in 2010-2011 averaged 1.4% compared to 3.9% in 
2006-2007

• There is a difference between the estimate and the budget that is given to the field.  
The estimate usually contains many more cost codes than is reasonable for use in 
the field reporting.

• Field supervisors tend to resort to “Diamond Dusting” which is charging 

Keep it green! Please print 
this newsletter only if 
absolutely necessary.

SAVE THE DATE
ASPE Annual Golf Tournament 

May 20, 2013
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Why I Joined ASPE 
by Stacie Flynn, Estimator

FEATURE 
ARTICLE
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As this year comes to an end for our ASPE chapter I wanted to reflect on my experience at 
ASPE.  I joined in August 2011 after meeting past President Heather Boulanger at the annual 
Blue Book Convention at Invesco earlier in the spring.  I had spent eight years in Denver, in 
construction, and had not heard of the American Society of Professional Estimators.  I have 
heard and sat in on a few other organizations aimed at construction professionals but after 
a few meetings I always felt something was lacking.  I was only able to speak with Heather 
for a few moments but she seemed sincere, kept eye contact, and honestly, was a woman.  
Those three things gained my attention enough to research the organization later that week.
  
I reviewed the local and national website and 
went to my first meeting not really knowing 
what to expect.  As a “young” woman in 
construction for the past 15 years, I have 
seen firsthand the “good ole boys club”, 
what some men and older generations think 
of woman in construction.  I’ve never let it 
phase me and I certainly haven’t always felt 
accepted.  I was looking for an organization 
that would serve as a mentoring opportunity, 

Continued on page 3...

Our Chapter membership has increased 
over the last few weeks to total 77. We had 
81 members last session (2011 – 2012).  
We want to welcome two new ASPE 
Chapter 5 members, Mr. Dan Congdon 
(who is seeking a position) and Mr. 
Matthew Vickrey of Vertex Construction 
Services. Please make it a point to reach 
out to these new members and make them 
feel welcome, either electronically or in person at one of our meetings.

As our Chapter Membership numbers continue to rise, I wish to thank everyone for their 
efforts in support of our Chapter. The ASPE National group is working to streamline 
and improve our ties with adaptations to the website, National Newsletter and electronic 
media contacts. Please take a moment to visit our local website, www.aspedenver.org and 
the National website www.aspenational.org for more information.

This year, we are also excited to announce electronic renewals for ease of service. After 
going to the national website, click on the membership tab at the top of the page and 
follow the links for instructions. Remember that to sign in to your personal page, the 
username is your membership number i.e. 0123 and the password is your email address. 
We encourage all members to use a non-corporate email for contacts since we tend to 
move around sometimes and ASPE can lose track of you very quickly.

Thank you all for your continued support to our great chapter!

Membership News 
by Steve Bradford

Current Membership Count 77

Chapter Membership Classifications:
31.17% 24  Certified Professional   
       Estimator (CPE)
54.55% 42  Estimator (E)
5.19% 4    Associate Member (ASM)
2.60% 2    Constructor (C)
0.00% 0    Student ( S )
2.60% 2    Affiliate Member ( AF )
1.30% 1    Member Emeritus ( ME )
0.00% 0    Honorary Member ( HM )
2.60% 2    Fellow ( FCPE )
100% 77 TOTAL

Membership Statistics
(as of March 22, 2013)
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Feature Article cont. from page 2...

not judge based on sex and experience in the field, be able to educate me on Colorado’s 
construction industry as I grow in my career and network.

I was pleasantly surprised at my first meeting.  During the network event, the (mostly men) 
were approachable and seemed genuinely interested about me and my background.  I knew 
several of the companies represented and a few individuals by name as well so I didn’t feel 
out of place.  These were my peers and it seemed as they took me as one too.

I spent the 2011-2012 chapter year attending all but one meeting.  It wasn’t always the guest 
lecture, job site tour or dinner menu that kept me coming.  I found an organization where one 
night a month I was able to chat with other estimators about the state of Colorado’s economy, 
current and upcoming projects, and what shake ups were occurring.  I enjoyed the company, 
the wisdom that was being passed down over a cold beer and the camaraderie of the group.  
I decided to join the board during the 2012-2013 chapter year and came on as the 3rd Vice 
President and Awards Committee chairman.  I have enjoyed the educational and ethical 
aspects of the chapter and get excited when I can share these with others outside the chapter.  

It’s hard to believe that this fall I will embark on my 3rd year with the organization and I 
am happy that I saw the ASPE banner and table at the convention years ago.  Walking into 
my first meeting alone and unknowing was one of the best things I have done for myself 
and my career.  For those that read this and have always wanted to come to a meeting or 
join the chapter but had hesitations, thought you were too busy or just keep pushing it off, 
I ask you to reconsider.  After all, this is the career path we have chosen and it’s more fun 
not going at it alone.

President’s Article cont. from page 1...

a particular phase or work code until the hours are expended and then 
charging remaining hours for that task to another code just to look good.   
This practice results in poor historical data and a false sense of security that everything 
is on track.

• Project managers need to be encouraged to be project managers and not just “project 
witnesses.”

Our annual national election ballots have been emailed to every member.  I encourage each 
of you to vote in the national election.  If you have questions about any of the candidates, 
feel free to contact me.  If you have not received your ballot or if you have questions on 
how to do the online voting please contact Tina in the National ASPE office.

Our chapter elections will also be happening soon and I encourage each of you to consider 

Pictures  
From the  
March 
Program

Continued on page 5...
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ASPE Code of Ethics
Professional estimators shall perform services in areas of their disciplines and 
competence.

Professional estimators shall continue to expand their professional capabilities 
through continuing education programs to better enable them to serve clients, 
employers and the industry.

Professional estimators shall conduct themselves in a manner, which will 
promote cooperation and good relations among members of our profession and 
those directly related to our profession.

Professional estimators shall safeguard and keep in all confidence all knowledge 
of the business affairs and technical procedures of an employee or client.

Professional estimators shall conduct themselves with integrity at all times 
and not knowingly or willingly enter into agreements that violate the laws of 
the United States of America or of the states in which they practice. They shall 
establish guidelines for setting forth prices and receiving quotations that are fair 
and equitable to all parties.

Professional estimators shall utilize their education, years of experience and 
acquired skills in the preparation of each estimate or assignment with full 
commitment to make each estimate or assignment as detailed and accurate as 
their talents and abilities allow.

Professional estimators shall not engage in the practice of “Bid Peddling” as 
defined by this code. This is a breach of moral and ethical standards, and this 
practice shall not be entered into by a member of this Society.

Professional estimators and those in training to be estimators shall not enter 
into any agreement that may be considered acts of collusion or conspiracy (bid 
rigging) with the implied or expressed purpose of defrauding clients.  Acts of 
this type are in direct violation of the Code of Ethics of the American Society of 
Professional Estimators.

Professional estimators and those in training to be estimators shall not 
participate in acts such as the giving and receiving of gifts, that are intended to 
be or may be construed as being unlawful acts of bribery. 

Canon 1

Canon 2

Canon 3

Canon 4

Canon 5

Canon 6

Canon 7

Canon 8

Canon 9
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Quote of the Month
“Love is the only force capable of 
transforming an enemy to a friend.” 

               ~ Martin Luther King Jr. 
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT!

Membership Enrollment & Renewals are now available online!
Visit www.ASPENational.org

Click on the Membership tab at top for more information.
Electronic Enrollment & Renewals are easy and fast!

Username = Membership Number
Password = Your Email Address

President’s Article cont. from page 3...

2013 Spring NW/SW Regional Meeting
by Steve Bradford

giving back to the chapter by running for a position as an officer or director.  The positions 
on the Board include President, First Vice President, Second Vice President, Third Vice 
President, Secretary, Treasurer and several Directors.  There are also opportunities available 
to serve on committees that include Awards, Clay Shoot, Education, Membership, Newsletter 
and Programs.  We are also looking for help with our annual Golf Tournament which will 
be held on May 20th at Pinehurst Country Club.  For further information on this, please 
contact any of your chapter officers or directors. 

Our April meeting will be a site tour of the Union Station project. Space is limited so please 
sign up soon!

Our Chapter recently attended the NW/SW Regional meeting of the ASPE. The meeting 
was held March 1 & 2 in San Jose, California. If any of you have been there you would 
expect the weather to be stellar, and it was.

The 1st day began sharply at 8am in the local Hensel Phelps Conference room. There were 
a total of 63 attendees. The venue was changed from the original due to number of members 
who showed up. There were 3 main sponsors (Otis Elevator, Blue Book & ProEst), as well 
as a host of presenters present.

The morning program was taken up with a fascinating program discussing how the updated 
BIM industry is being developed with an eye towards supporting Estimating & Project 
Cost Control. 

The afternoon program centered around a tour of the developing San Francisco 49’s Santa 
Clara Stadium, hosted by Turner/Devon JV. 

The second session Saturday morning included 2 Regional (1 segregated by local and 1 
joint) ASPE meetings, which discussed everything from anticipated bylaw updates, National 
level news and upcoming events as well as another fascinating presentation by Otis Elevator 
on Industry leading developments for now and the future. Each Chapter was also able to 
bring local issues up for discussion, mainly financing and membership.
The ASPE meeting officially adjourned around noon to allow those with early afternoon 
airline deadlines to make their flights.  The hosting chapter has put out a report, which can 
be accessed by visiting www.ASPE55.org. 

These Regional Conferences are an important way for our various Chapters to stay in touch 
and help promote each other.



    

April Chapter Program 
Site Tour of Denver Union Station 
 

Join us Tuesday, April 9, 2013, for a visit tour of Union    
Station, which is currently undergoing massive renovations.  
This is a great opportunity to visit the historic site as the   
enhancements are in process. This hands-on tour will be a 
great learning experience.   
 
Denver Union Station is a multimodal transportation hub 
that will include light rail transit (LRT), commuter rail transit 
(CRT), and bus connections, as well as pedestrian and    
bicycle access to downtown businesses and the mall    
shuttle system.  It will serve as the catalyst for redeveloping 
and preserving Denver's historic Union Station and 19.85 
acres of surrounding land. Union Station will be transformed 
into a transportation hub serving the needs of residents, 
tourists and commuters. 
 

Tour is limited to the first 30 registrants. 
 
 
 
Cancellation Policy:  Although we hope you are able to attend each event for which you reg-
ister, should you find it necessary to cancel your registration, please do so four business 
days before the event.  If we receive your cancellation within this time frame, you will receive 
credit towards a future event.  However, if we receive your cancellation less than four days 
before the event, we will be unable to issue a credit.  All cancellation requests are to be re-
ceived in writing via fax to (303)388-0936 or email info@aspedenver.org. 

Event Details 
 
Date/Time: 
 

Tuesday, April 9, 2013 

3:00 pm - Registration 

3:15 pm - Tour 

5:45 pm - Dinner 
 

Location: 

RTD-FasTracks Field Office 

1899 Wynkoop Street, Suite 150 
 

Registration 
 

Early Registration: 

Ends April 5, 2013 

Members:  $45.00 

Non-Members:  $50.00 
 

Standard Registration: 

After April 5, 2013 

Members:  $50.00 

Non-Members:  $55.00 
 

To Register by Phone, 

Please call  (720) 235-1950  

or email info@aspedenver.org 

 

To Register Online please visit: 

Www.agccolorado.org/events 
 

 
Headquarters 
1114 W. 7th Avenue 
Suite 250 
Denver, CO  80204 
Phone (720) 235-1950 
Fax (303) 757-4313 
www.aspedenver.org 
info@aspedenver.org 

DENVER CHAPTER 5 

Register today at 
www.agccolorado.org/events 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING 
YOUR OWN: HARD HAT, 
SAFETY VEST, WORK BOOTS, 
SAFETY GLASSES, AND 

GLOVES - NO EXCEPTIONS. 



 

 

   ASPE Denver Chapter 
   2013 Annual Golf Tournament 
 

 
 

Monday, May 20, 2013 
8:30am—Shotgun Start 
Pinehurst Country Club 
6255 W. Quincy Avenue 
Denver, CO 80235 
 
Pinehurst Country Club is a surprising and beautiful secret in 
southwest Denver…rolling green hills, several mirrored lakes and 
ponds, 100-year-old trees and unparalleled views of the great 
Rocky Mountains and the city of Denver.  This year’s tournament 
will be a Four-Person Best Ball format. 

 
Early Registration Fee (Before April 26) Members:$160.00  
Non-Members:$170.00 
Registration Fee Members:$175.00  
Non-Members:$185.00 
 
Early Foursome Registration Fee (Before April 26) Members: $600.00 
Non-Members $650.00 
Foursome Registration Fee Members: $650.00  
Non-Members: $700.00 

 
Registration Fees include green fees, cart, lunch and an awards  
reception following the golf. 
 
Sponsorships Available: 
Tournament Sponsor—$1,000.00 
Lunch Sponsor—$500.00 
Beverage Cart Sponsor—$500.00 
Awards Sponsor—$500.00 
Hole Sponsor—$200.00 

 
To register, visit the events page at www.AGCColorado.org or complete 
and return this form to 303-388-0936. 
 
 
 

Registration and/or Sponsorship 

 
Name/s:         
 
         
 
         
 
Company:         
 
Phone:         
 
Email:          

 
�   Tournament Sponsor  � Lunch Sponsor 
� Beverage Cart Sponsor  � Awards Sponsor 
� Hole Sponsor 

 

Payment Information 
 

Send Invoice (Members Only) � 
Credit Card: MC �   VISA �    AMEX �   Discover �      
 
Card #:         
 
Exp Date:  /      CVC:        
 
Name on Card:        
 
Billing Zip Code:     
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Adolfson & Peterson Const.
Alvarado Construction Inc.
Assoc. Construction Consultants
Buckles & Associates
Builder’s Glass
Building Tech Consultants, Inc.
Catamount Constructors
CBRE
CDM
CDM Constructors, Inc.
CFC Construction Company
CH2MHill
Coblaco Services
Colorado Window Systems
Currie & Brown, Inc.
dcb Construction Company Inc
Demand Const. Services, Inc.
Denver Drywall Company
Drake Williams Steel-Mtn Steel Div.
Duro Electric Company
Eastcliffe Consulting, LLC
Fransen Pittman General Contractors
GFC Contracting
GH Phipps Construction
Heartland Acoustics & Interiors
Heggem-Lundquist
Howell Construction
Hyder Construction, Inc.
Interior Alterations, Inc.

Member Company Roster
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Companies who represent the ASPE Chapter 5

J E Dunn Construction
J. R. Huston Consulting, Inc.
Jacobs Engineering Group
Jacobs Facilites, Inc.
Jordy Construction
Kiewit Building Group
Ludvik Electric Co.
Madsen Kneppers & Associates
Management Computer Controls, Inc
Maxwell Builders
McNevin Company
Mechanical Insulation Systems, Inc
Merrick & Company
Metro Steel Fabricating
Mortenson
Northern Electric, Inc.
Piper Electric Co., Inc.
R.D. Simmermon & Company
RFP Consulting, Inc.
Rider Levett Bucknall
Roche Constructors, Inc.
Rocky Mountain Excavating & Concrete
Rolling Plains, Inc.
The Blue Book
The Industrial Company
Trautman & Shreve, Inc.
Vertex Construction Services, Inc
Weifield Group Contracting
Willbros Construction US, LLC
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Board Members & Committees 2012 - 2013      

ASPE Denver Chapter 5
1114 West 7th Avenue, 

Suite 250 
Denver, CO 80204

(720) 235-1950 
info@aspedenver.org
www.aspedenver.org

OFFICERS:
President: Chris Morton, CPE
Howell Construction, Email: cmortoncpe@comcast.net
1st Vice President: Stephen Bradford, CPE
Denver Drywall, Email: gypsum60@gmail.com
2nd Vice President: Eduardo Castaneda, E

Roche Constructors, Inc., Email:  ecastaneda@rocheconstructors.com
3rd Vice President: Stacie Flynn, C
Jordy Construction, Email: stacie@jordyconstruction.com
Secretary: Officers and Board Members
Treasurer: David Morgan, CPE

Jacobs Engineering Group, Email: david.morgan@jacobs.com
BOARD OF DIRECTOR MEMBERS:
Gary Beatty, CPE, Drake-Williams Steel, Mountain Steel Division, gbeatty@dwsteel.com
Eric Ross, CPE, Management Computer Controls, Inc., laurenanderic@comcast.net
Robert Steele, E, Maxwell Construction, rsteele@maxwellconst.com
Rick Surbrugg, CPE, Mortenson, rick.surbrugg@mortenson.com
Craig Tarr, CPE, Madsen Kneppers & Associates, ctarr@mkainc.com
2011 President: Heather Boulanger, E, Rolling Plains Construction, heather@rollingplains.com
COMMITTEES:
Awards Committee Chair:
Stacie Flynn, C, Jordy Construction

(720) 570-5750  Email: stacie@jordyconstruction.com
Certification Committee Chair:
Bruce Thompson, CPE, Merrick & Company
(303) 751-0741  Email: bruce.thompson@merrick.com
Education Committee Chair:
Eduardo Castaneda, E, Roche Constructors, Inc.

(970) 356-3611  Email: ecastaneda@rocheconstructors.com
Ethics Committee Chair:
David Morgan, CPE, Jacobs Engineering Group
(303) 299-6938  Email: david.morgan@jacobs.com
Membership Committee Chair:
Stephen Bradford, CPE, Denver Drywall
(303) 761-0515  Email: gypsum60@gmail.com
Program Committee Chair:
Officers and Board Members
Newsletter Committee Chair:
Chris Morton, CPE, Howell Construction
(303) 899-4784 Email: cmortoncpe@comcast.net 
Newsletter Editor
Laura Verrips, SandsComm
(303) 378-1063 Email: laura@sandscommconsulting.com
Webmaster
Suvi Caton, CPSM, LEED AP, Strategic Marketing Concepts (SMC)
(720) 480-5187 Email: suvicaton@smc-strategy.com

9

Association Management:
 AGC of Colorado
Executive Director:

Michael Gifford

Just as our contact 
information changes, 
we’re sure yours does as 
well. Please remember 
to contact the National 
ASPE office if you have 
any changes!


