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MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

Kye Holtan-Brown

Continued on page 3...

CHAPTER MEETING

NOTICE
Date: Tuesday, April 14, 2009

Time: Gather: 3:30 p.m.
Dinner: after job site tour

Place: Four Seasons Hotel
Jobsite Trailer
Arapahoe & 14th Streets
Denver, CO 80202

Cost: $45.00 w/registration
$50.00 w/o registration
$20.00 for students

*Register online at

http://aspedenver.eventbrite.com
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In This Issue

President’s Message        1,3-4

Feature Article -

   Mentally Transcending into

the “old guy” stage    2

Quote of the Month    3

Golf Tournament Info    3

Calendar of Events    3

ASPE Code of Ethics    4

April Program Info    5

ASPE National

Chapter Mail 6-7

AGC-ASPE Estimating

Academy, Las Vegas 8-9

Member Company Roster   10

Membership Committee

Update  10

Board Members and

Committee Chairs  11

ASPE Mailing Address  11

JOBSITE TOUR

1

NW Region Newsletter of the Year 2003-07; National Newsletter of the Year 2004-05

April 2009

FAREWELL LETTER

We still have a couple months left in the 2008-2009 club year, so why

am I writing a farewell letter? Well, this is my last year as President,

and by next month I’ll be introducing our new board!

I want to thank all of you for supporting me in this endeavor. I will freely admit that I

didn’t do it just for the service to the club. I also hoped to gain additional skills in

public speaking, writing and leadership. Nothing like throwing yourself into the water

to teach yourself to swim! And fortunately, my devious plan worked – I am definitely

more comfortable in front of groups, and I have learned a great deal from all the great

people on the board and on the various committees. As to my writing skills – well, I

am getting faster, if not better!

One of the best lessons learned this past two years has been that the position of

President means nothing without a strong board and set of committee chairs making it

all happen. Luckily, I have had just such a group of people to work with over the last

couple years. I would like to take a little time to recognize some of the folks that I

know have made my tenure as President successful.

Four Seasons

Hotel & Private

Residences

*more information on page 5
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I was going to do an article for this month ASPE newsletter referencing my criteria of work in the
mechanical world but I think that can wait until next month. There is another topic which has hit
me square between the eyes and I feel we can discuss it instead.

After waking up one day and realizing that I have become one of the “old guys” in the office I
reflected back across my past years to try and find out just when did this atrocity happen? It seems
like it transpired overnight - one day you’re the young and over knowledgeable estimator with all
the new ways to approach the take-off and compile the information in the best format possible. One
that’s never been done before. Or so you think. I mean come on people, remember those days?
Those old guys were nuts, right? It shouldn’t take so long to put this stuff together and what’s with
all the checking anyway? It’s all good because the machine we used to do our thought process said
it was and the vendor who is surely going to cover everything we need in the number said so too.
This one is going to be a sure winner for us.

Now I have to ask you to please keep in mind that I am picking on myself from days gone past so
do not take it to heart that I am talking about you. Not unless you have realized that you have
become, dare I say it, one of the “old guys” too!

It just doesn’t seem that long ago when I started with my first estimating department as the
plumbing estimator and soon realized that things needed to be scrapped and started anew in order
to stay up with modern times. That bid tabulation summary sheet needs to be able to stand on its
corner edge and sing to the band. The reviews need to include everyone who might have any
association with this project at any time. Oh, and one more thing -  my take off is good so there is
no need to have anyone check my work.

Come on now, remember all this? We were going to set the estimating world on fire! All the
eagerness and energy we had at that time to change things; not knowing that things will change in
time but we just need to pace ourselves a little. Hey let’s just think about it a little more before we
go making any big changes here.

What the; where did that come from?

Do you know what it would cost for our company to have all the operations people involved with
this project sit in the review? Well do you? We should work on the small parts first and let’s ask our
other team members what they think about some of these items because I am sure they will have
some good input of their own.

There, see what I mean? I’ve changed so much that it is like listening to that old guy in the office
years ago. It’s so bad that I caught myself saying this the other day:

“You know what Mr. Boss, I would love to be the lead on this big project to totally review and
revamp our bid summary sheet but how about we have one of the young guns do it and I will be
their right hand man?”

Can you believe it? I have reached that status of thought as to where I do my job and do it within
the policies and procedures of my company. I try to always keep it simple, short and complete. As
one of those old guys told me years ago; “It’s not rocket science, we are not working at NASA, it’s
just a construction project so keep it simple stupid.”

I guess that it’s just one of those things that take place in our long lives and we don’t know when or
how, it just happens.

We become one of the “old guys”. Besides it is supposed to be an honor right? Well I mean to
anyone over a certain age anyway.

Hope this brings a chuckle to your day. Thank you for reading.

Mentally Transcending into the “Old Guy” Stage

by Warren Neubauer, Murphy Company
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President’s Message
continued...

Continued on page 4...
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Ralph Kasper has been a very involved and

committed Immediate Past President, always

available to offer history, insight, and

valuable advice. I believe his work on the

Programs Committee has been instrumental

in the higher than average attendance that

we have had much of this year.

Warren Neubauer found that the education

committee fueled his passion for

involvement, and it has been wonderful

seeing what he has done with the CSU

Student Chapter and especially with the

Estimating Academy. He helped turn a one-

time program into a yearly educational event

that is quite a jewel among our club’s

activities.

Marc Reid has been a great addition to the

board. He has been willing to lend his help

to any committee that needed it, from taking

on the management of the newsletter last

year to his work on the Programs Committee

this year.

Eric Ross has also been one of those non-

officer board members that instead has worn

many hats and helped with many different

projects. We have always been able to count

on Eric to chip in with a newsletter article or

an Estimating Academy presentation, and

his work with Heather on the Membership

Committee has helped us keep a strong

membership base in the face of more

difficult work situations for many

estimators.

Heather Boulanger is also one of the long-

time board members I have relied on heavily

to provide continuity. She has consistently

and successfully put together our Awards

submittals for the national convention, and

she and Eric have worked together this past

Save the Date!

ASPE Annual
Golf Tournament

Eagle Trace Golf
and Country Club

June 5, 2009
7:30 a.m.

Quote of the Month

“How far you go in your life depends on

your being tender with the young,

compassionate with the aged, sympathetic

with the striving, and tolerant of the weak

and strong.   Because someday in your life

you will have been all of these.”

-George Washington Carver

ASPE Calendar

ASPE DENVER APRIL PROGRAM

APRIL 14, 2009

ASPE DENVER MAY PROGRAM

MAY 12, 2009

AGC-ASPE ESTIMATING

ACADEMY

MAY 20-22

ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT

JUNE 5, 2009

2009 ANNUAL CONVENTION

JULY 22-25
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ASPE Code of Ethics
Professional estimators shall perform services in

areas of their disciplines and competence.

Professional estimators should continue to expand

their professional capabilities through continuing

education programs to better enable them to serve

clients, employers and the industry.

Professional estimators should conduct them-

selves in a manner, which will promote coopera-

tion and good relations among members of our

profession and those directly related to our

profession.

Professional estimators shall safeguard and keep

in all confidence all knowledge of the business

affairs and technical procedures of an employee

or client.

Professional estimators shall conduct themselves

with integrity at all times and not knowingly or

willingly enter into agreements that violate the

laws of the United States of America or of the

states in which they practice. They shall establish

guidelines for setting forth prices and receiving

quotations that are fair and equitable to all

parties.

Professional estimators shall utilize their educa-

tion, years of experience and acquired skills in the

preparation of each estimate or assignment with

full commitment to make each estimate or

assignment as detailed and accurate as their

talents and abilities allow.

Professional estimators shall not engage in the

practice of “bid peddling” as defined by this

code. This is a breach of moral and ethical

standards, and a member of this society shall not

enter into this practice.

Professional estimators and those in training to be

estimators shall not enter into any agreement that

may be considered acts of collusion or conspiracy

(bid rigging) with the implied or expressed

purpose of defrauding clients.  Acts of this type

are in direct violation of the Code of Ethics of the

American Society of Professional Estimators.

Professional estimators and those in training to

be estimators shall not participate in acts, such

as the giving and receiving of gifts, that are

intended to be or may be construed as being

unlawful acts of bribery.

Canon 1

President’s Message

continued from page 3...

Canon 2

Canon 3

Canon 4

Canon 5

Canon 6

Canon 7

Canon 8

Canon 9
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year to improve our outreach to guests, new

members, and potential members.

Newt Klusmire ends a two-year stint as

Treasurer this year. He took on books that

were in need of serious housekeeping, and

got them sorted out and created a consistent

and clear budget reporting methodology that

helped the board immensely this past two

years. His work is largely unsung outside of

board meetings, so to Newt I say in big bold

words – THANK YOU!

Chris Morton has been busy as our Regional

Governor these past two years, so hasn’t

been on the board. That hasn’t kept him

from contributing, however, by being on the

Industry Liaison Committee, being our CDA

representative, and jumping in and helping

me with the newsletter these last few

months, which has been invaluable.

Bruce Thompson is another low-profile

committee chair, who deserves great praise

for keeping on top of the major changes to

the CPE process instituted over the past

couple of years, and still managing to

support a number of our members through

the CPE process.

In addition, I need to recognize both Suvi

Caton, our newsletter editor, and Nicole

Singleton, our association manager, for all

their help as well. As a club we’ve been able

to do more for our members because of the

dedication and work of these two.

Well, this ends a long list of “thank-you”

notes, and I proffer my sincere apologies to

anyone I may have missed. If you haven’t

yet tossed your hat into the ring to be on the

board or join one of the committees, I would

strongly encourage it – your abilities and

commitment are what make this club so

great.



 

 

 

 

 

Registration 
Early Bird Registration 

Ends April 3, 2009 

Members:  $40.00 
Non-Members:  $45.00 
Students:  $20.00 

Everyone attending will need 
to bring their own Personal 
Protective Equipment
Hard Hats, Safety Glasses, 
Safety Vest and Sturdy Shoes.

After April 3, 2009 

Members:  $45.00 
Non-Members:  $50.00 
Students:  $20.00 

To Register Online: 
http://aspedenver.eventbrite.com 

To Register by Phone: 

(720) 248-2770 

HEADQUARTERS 
1582 S. Parker Rd., Ste. 201 

Denver, CO 80231 

CONTACT 
Phone (720) 248-2770   

Fax (303) 755-7363 

www.aspedenver.org 

DENVER CHAPTER 5 

www.aspedenver.org 

CONSTRUCTIVE SOLUTIONS

 

APRIL CHAPTER PROGRAM
Construction Tour & Networking Event 
 
 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 

To register, go to: 
http://aspedenver.eventbrite.com 

 

Cancellation Policy: Although we hope you are able to attend each event for which you register, should you 
find it necessary to cancel your registration, please do so four business days before the event. If we receive 
your cancellation within this time frame, you will receive credit towards a future event. However, if we receive 
your cancellation less than four days before the event, we will be unable to issuse a credit.  All cancellation 
requests are to be received in writing via fax to (303) 755-7363.   

 

Event Details: 

 

Date: 

 
Tuesday, April 14, 2009

Time:

3:30 pm
Dinner will be provided 
following the tour

Location:

Four Seasons Hotel and 
Private Residences
14th & Arapahoe Streets

Meet at the Job Site Trailer 
on Lawrence St. side of the 
Four Seasons Hotel to check in. 

   

 

 

Four Seasons Hotel & Private Residences

Height: 565' (641' to top of spire)
Stories: 45
Start: Summer 2007
Completion: 2009
Builder: Swinerton Builders

Project Details: This mixed-use tower is the tallest 
proposed in Denver, and would be the 4th tallest in 
the City. The building is proposed to include ground 
floor retail, parking, 235 hotel rooms, and 102 
residential units. 

You will not want to miss this event.
Register Today!



03/26/09

• Chapter elections planned and implementedApril 
• Deadline for all Chapter awards (see Awards categories online at                

www.aspenational.com – publications – Awards Guidelines.
June 

1st

• Deadline for ballot returns to Chief Teller 
• Absolute Final deadline for Chapter Dues increases to reach SBO
• Deadline for Nominations for Estimator of the Year, Fellow and 

Honorary member to reach SBO

Apr 
15th

• Anniversary membership billings begin.Apr. 1st

Your Chapter Membership list is 
attached.  Please review it and 

compare it to your own attendees 
list to ensure that regular attendees 
are registered members of ASPE. 

Membership billings – anyone who joined after June 1, 2008 will be sent a renewal for their anniversary 
month.  If your dues are not paid by the end of your anniversary month, you will be removed from the 
roster.  The renewal form will be sent in the beginning of April for June dates; the beginning of May for 
July dates and so on.  If you have not received a renewal by the 1st  of your anniversary month, email 
nadean@aspenational.org for a copy.  To all members who joined before June 1st, 2008 you will 
receive your renewal the beginning of May for remittance by July 31st. 

I am currently working 
on the first set of 
renewal notices to go 
out and if you are 
increasing your chapter 
dues, I really need to 
know immediately.

Page 1 of 2



Nadean

Chapter websites must be linked to the ASPE website when offering membership 
forms to potential members.  This ensures that they are using the most current
Form.  Please note that we are in the process of updating the membership form
so it is more important than ever.

Page 2 of 2

CENTRAL PLAINS REGION INVITATION:

I would like to invite the national board members, 
national committee members, governors, chapter 
presidents and/or chapter awards committee 
members to contact me about an exciting idea to 
simplify our event registration operations. We are in 
the midst of planning of Central Plains Regional 
Conference here in beautiful Cincinnati, OH in 
October of 2009. We have been looking at options for 
registration and how to use technology as a tool to 
simplify the process. I have made contact with a 
group called Active Network.  They have begun to

CONTACT:

If your Chapter has 
something to suggest or 
share with other Chapters,
please drop me an email 
(nadean@aspenational.org) 
and I will include it in the 
next month’s “Chapter Mail”.

introduce software that can be used for
registrations, donations, and other various 
functions that many of our activities normally 
use.

A thought occurred to me that what if we shared 
this among all the chapters and had a standard 
platform for all event registrations?

So I would like to hear from everyone on their 
thoughts of developing some sort of program 
with help from Active Network.

Del Farley II
Southwestern Ohio - Chapter 38
Email:        farleyd@eicserv.com
Phone:      (513) 733-1626

Watch your email 
for the link 

to the online 
Convention 

Registration !!



Presented by:

AGC - ASPE Estimating Academy
May 20-22, 2009 • Las Vegas, NV

This two and a half day course will cover:
• LEED® - Estimating for Green Buildings
• Estimating with Electronic Documents (laptop required)
• Managing Preconstruction
• Conceptual Estimating

Learning Objectives
• Compare electronic documents, digitizers, and
manual scaling methods

• Analyze the LEED® Rating System and its impact
on design and estimating

• Review proposed changes in LEED® v.3 and impacts
on certification and accreditation

• Discuss strategies to foster team work and
improve conflict resolution skills

• Navigate the budget process and develop long term
cost initiatives

• Review multiple approaches for developing conceptual
estimates

For more information contact: Carrie Harper, harperc@agc.org
or 703-837-5316

Led by industry experts, participants will discover and discuss the
most compelling components of construction estimating and learn
how to apply them to their next project. Who Should Attend:

Construction Estimators

Individuals dedicated to
the art and science of

construction estimating.

Individuals who possess a working
knowledge of blueprint reading, quantity

takeoff, construction specifications,
planning and scheduling.

Registration Fees:
$675 for AGC & ASPE members

$775 for non-members
includes all conference materials and
handouts, three continental breakfasts

and two lunches.

Location:
Harrah’s Las Vegas

Las Vegas, NV

AGC of America is an authorized provider of continuing education credits. Look to AGC to earn your CEUs for license
renewal and career development. This course qualifies for:

2 IACET CEUs
AGC has been approved as an Authorized Provider by The International Association for Continuing Education and Training (IACET), 8405
Greensboro Drive, Suite 800, McLean, VA 22102. In obtaining this approval, AGC has demonstrated that it complies with the ANSI/IACET
Standards which are widely recognized as standards of good practice internationally. As a result of their Authorized Provider membership
status, AGC is authorized to offer IACET CEUs for its programs that qualify under the ANSI/IACET Standards.

19 AIA LUs
AGC is a Registered Provider with The American Institute of Architects Continuing Education Systems. Credit earned on completion of this
program will be reported to CES Records for AIA members. Certificates of Completion for non-AIA members are available on request.

Please verify applicability with your professional board before attending. For more information on AGC credentialing
opportunities, contact Joanna Zaffaroni at zaffaronij@agc.org.

Specialty Estimating Half-Day Sessions
Mechanical Estimating or Electrical EstimatingBONUS:

To register online go to www.agc.org



AGC - ASPE Estimating Academy
May 20-22, 2009 • Las Vegas, NV

Hotel Information
Harrah’s Las Vegas
3475 Las Vegas Blvd South
Las Vegas, NV 89109
Phone: 888-458-8471
www.harrahs.com
Group Code:Associated General Contractors
- SHAGC9 room block
Reservation Cut-off: April 29

Fax or mail this completed
form with payment to:

Estimating Academy
AGC of America

2300 Wilson Blvd., Suite 400
Arlington, VA 22201
Fax: (703) 837-5403
meetings@agc.org

Or register online at www.agc.org

Presented by:

Registration Form: Registrations will be accepted on a first-come, first serve basis. Only 100 seats available!

Name ___________________________________ Title__________________________________
Company/Organization ______________________________________________________________
Street Address_____________________________________________________________________
City________________________________ State_________________ Zip_____________________
Phone___________________________________________ Fax _____________________________
Email _____________________________________________________________________________
PAYMENT INFORMATION (Payment must accompany registration to secure a seat in this class.)

Registration Fees:

$675 for AGC & ASPE members

$775 for non-members
Registration fee includes all conference materials and handouts, three continental breakfasts and two lunches.

Check for $_________ made payable to AGC of America – MAIL ONLY

Charge my credit card as follows (circle one): VISA MasterCard AmEx

Card #_____________________________________________________ Exp Date _______/_______
Name as it appears on the card
__________________________________________________________________________________
Signature
__________________________________________________________________________________
Required – Please choose one

Mechanical Estimating – half-day session
Electrical Estimating – half-day session

(First come, first serve – 50 seat limit per course)
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The following is a list of companies who are

represented at ASPE Chapter 5…

Accurate Const. Cost Engineering, LLC
Acoustical Concepts
Adolfson & Peterson Construction
Alliance Construction Solutions
Alutiiq
ARC Integrated Program Management
Assoc. Construction Consultants
Baker Concrete
Beck Group
Black Roofing, Inc.
Boles Custom Builders
Building Tech Consultants, Inc.
Casson Duncan Constructors
CDM Constructors
CFC Construction Company
CLC Associates, Inc.
Coe Construction, Inc.
CPC Painting
Dcb Construction Company, Inc.
Demand Construction Services, Inc.
Denver Drywall Company
Design Mechanical Inc.
Douglass Roofing
Golden Triangle Construction
Haselden Construction
Heartland Acoustics & Interiors
Heggem-Lundquist
Howell Construction
Hyder Construction, Inc.
Interior Alterations, Inc.
J.E. Dunn
J.R. Huston Enterprises, Inc.
Jacobs Facilities, Inc.
Kellogg, Brown & Root, Inc.
Kenny Electrical Services
Kiewit Building Group
Landtech Contractors Inc.
LPR Construction
Ludvik Electric
M.A. Mortenson Construction
Madsen Kneppers & Associates
Main Electric
Management Computer Controls
Maxwell Construction
McBride Electric
Merrick & Company
Metro Steel Fabricating
Monument Roofing Systems
Mortenson
Mountain Steel & Supply Company
MWH Constructors
PA Consulting Group
Palace Construction Co.
Pasterkamp Heating & Air Conditioning
Piper Electric Co., Inc.

Precision Construction Solutions
Professional Investigative Engineers
Progressive Roofing, Inc.
Quality Electric
Range Fuels, Inc.
R.D. Simmermon & Company
Rider Levett Bucknall
RK Mechanical
Roche Constructors
Rolling Plains Construction
Sabells Enterprises, LLP
Shaw Construction
Spacecon Solutions
St. Andrews Construction Services
Sturgeon Electric
Sunstate Equipment
Swinerton Builders
T.P. Enterprises, Inc.
The Blue Book
TJS Construction
Total Plumbing, Inc.
Trautman & Shreve, Inc.
Universal Forest Products
USA Masonry
Vertex Engineering
Weifield Group Contracting
West Electric

Weitz Company, LLC

Member Company Roster
Membership Committee Update

Heather Boulanger - Chair

10

I am thrilled to announce that we have 7 new

members this month, bring our totals to 107

members and 7 student members.  Our newest

members are: Clyde Armstrong, Sunstate

Equipment; Jesse Clayburn, Heartland

Acoustics; Scott Decker, Roof USA; Barbara

Mulroy, Monument Roofing Systems; Randal

Parsley, CFC Construction Company; Dan

Vandenburg, Heartland Acoustics; and Dustin

Williams, Precision Construction Solutions.

I would also like to recognize all the guests at

March’s meeting.  They were: Tom Brown,

Powers Products; Tom Sullivan, David

Electric; Yesena Loya, Loya Construction; and

Jesse Ramirez,  Loya Construction.

If you know of anyone that you think would

enjoy the benefits of membership, please tell

me and I can contact them. I can be reached at:

(303) 659-7861, ext. 112 or email me at:

heather@rollingplains.com.



ASPE Denver Chapter Newsletter, Volume 9, Issue 4 Page

Board Members & Committees 2008 - 2009

ASPE Denver Chapter 5

P.O. Box 3948

Parker, CO 80134

720.248.2770

info@aspedenver.org

www.aspedenver.org

OFFICERS:

President: Kye Holtan-Brown, CPE

Pinkard Construction, Email: kyeholtanbrown@yahoo.com

1st Vice President: Heather Boulanger

Rolling Plains Construction, Email: heather@rollingplains.com

2nd Vice President: Warren Neubauer

Murphy Company, Email: wneubauer@murphy-den.com

Secretary: Tom Bandy

Alutiq, L.L.C., Email: tbandy@alutiq.com

Treasurer: Newt Klusmire, CPE

Swinerton Builders, Email: nklusmire@swinerton.com

BOARD OF DIRECTOR MEMBERS:

Eric Ross, MC2

Email: laurenanderic@comcast.net

Marc Reid, dcb Construction

Email: amreid@comcast.net

COMMITTEES:

Awards Committee:

Heather Boulanger, Rolling Plains Construction

(303) 659-7861 Email: heather@rollingplains.com

Certification Committee:

Bruce Thompson, CPE, Merrick & Company

(303) 751-0741 Email: bruce.thompson@merrick.com

Education Committee:

Henry Zurbrugg, Golden Triangle Construction

(303) 772-4051 Email: hzurbrugg@gtc1.net

Ethics Committee:

Newt Klusmire, CPE, Swinerton Builders

Email: nklusmire@swinerton.com

Fundraising Committee:

Interested? Contact Kye Holtan-Brown

Industry Liaison:

Chris Morton, Howell Construction

(303) 899-4784 Email: cmorton@howellconst.com

Membership Committee:

Heather Boulanger, Rolling Plains Construction

(303) 659-7861 Email: heather@rollingplains.com

Program Committee:

Ralph Kasper, Adolfson & Peterson Construction

(303) 363-7101 Email:rkasper@a-p.com

Newsletter Editor/Webmaster

Suvi Caton, CPSM

(720) 480-5187 Email: suvicaton@gmail.com

Administrative Management:

Nicole Singleton, Third Eye Group

Email: nsingleton@thirdeyegroup.com
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