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Date:  Tuesday, Feb. 10, 2009

Time: Gather: 5:00 p.m.
  Dinner: 6:00 p.m.

Place: Red Lion Hotel 
  4040 Quebec Street
  Denver, CO 80216
  (303) 321-6666

Cost:  $45.00 w/reservation
  $50.00 w/o reservation
  $20.00 for students
  

Calendar

January Program
January 13, 2009

ASPE 2009 Estimating 
Academy & Annual 
Convention
July 22-25, 2009
Sheraton St. Louis City 
Center Hotel

*Additional information on page 2

presented by the
CSU ASPE Student Chapter

Education as a Constant Endeavor

This month’s newsletter comes only weeks before our 3rd annual 
Estimating Academy, so I thought focusing my president’s line on 
education would be appropriate. One of the foundations of the ASPE 

experience is education, and in many ways it is the primary focus of our clubs. Continuing 
education is so important to ASPE that it permeates most major club activities in one way 
or another.

The monthly dinners meetings hosted by clubs across the country typically include some 
kind of speaker or presentation that is educational. Many new members learn about ASPE 
by fi rst attending one of these meetings. I credit Ralph Kasper and Marc Reid, our Program 
co-chairs, with our consistently high attendance at dinner meetings for the great programs 
and speakers that have been offered.

The estimating academy is in its 3rd year, and once again it looks like we are going to 
have good turnout and strong sponsorship. Warren Neubauer has really taken this whole 
event to a new level, and succeeded in making this a core part of our club’s service to the 
community. 
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President’s Message, continued from page 1

2

FEBRUARY PROGRAM INFORMATION

In addition, it has turned into a 2nd key source of funding for the club, which has helped us 
support additional educational activities, such as starting up the ASPE Student Chapter at CSU.

These may be the obvious ways ASPE provides educational opportunities for members, but I’d 
also like to point out some lesser known ones. For me personally, the opportunity to provide 
presentations for various ASPE endeavors has been a great way for me to learn and strengthen 
my public presentation skills. In fact, a presentation for a regional conference hosted in Denver 
a few years ago was my fi rst big presentation ever, and I can’t tell you how relieved I was that I 
got to do it for other estimators. Speaking to my peers was a great confi dence builder.

ASPE at a national level has signifi cantly increased its online courses in the last few years, and 
if you haven’t looked recently, I’d highly recommend it. 
http://www.aspenational.org/EducationPages/OnlineClasses.htm

In doing some research for my presentation for this year’s estimating academy, I found that one 
of the books I was reading was being used in a new online class on Green building and BIM. 
http://www.aspenational.org/BIM.html 

For me personally, and for many other estimators I’ve met, part of the interest in this profession 
is the opportunity to learn a new thing or two on every project. So let’s hear it for the ASPE 
members both in our club and nationally who provide us with continual opportunities to keep 
on learning!

The Future of Estimating

For the last year and a half, the Denver Chapter 5 Education Committee has been working 
closely with the Construction Management Department at CSU to start a student chapter of 
the ASPE at the university.  They have been very successful with that endeavor and have been 
meeting every other month.

Later this month, several of the students will be attending the Estimating Competition in Reno, 
Nevada.  In preparation for that competition, the students will be presenting their presentation 
to our chapter for this month’s dinner meeting.  It will an opportunity for them to practice and 
for us to give them constructive feedback prior to the competition.

The extent to which the estimating industry continues to thrive is dependent upon those who 
are interested in, and who are entering the industry.  The enthusiasm and fresh perspectives 
these students bring will enhance and broaden the richness of all estimating has to offer.  Be 
a part of their success and preview the future of what the estimating industry has to offer by 
joining us for a special presentation from the CSU ASPE Student Chapter.

Quote of the Month
submitted by Ralph Kasper

“The happiest people in life don’t necessarily have the best of everything.  The just 
try to make the best of everything.”
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ASPE Code of Ethics

Professional estimators shall perform services 
in areas of their discipline and competence. 

Professional estimators shall continue to 
expand their professional capabilities through 
continuing education programs to better 
enable them to serve clients, employers and 
the industry. 

Professional estimators shall conduct 
themselves in a manner, which will promote 
cooperation and good relations among 
members of our profession and those directly 
related to our profession. 

Professional estimators shall safeguard and 
keep in confi dence all knowledge of the 
business affairs and technical procedures of an 
employer or client. 

Professional estimators shall conduct 
themselves with integrity as all times and not 
knowingly or willingly enter into agreements 
that violate the laws of the United States 
of America or of the states in which they 
practice. They shall establish guidelines for 
setting forth prices and receiving quotations 
that are fair and equitable to all parties. 

Professional estimators shall utilize their 
education, years of experience and acquired 
skills in the preparation of each estimate or 
assignment with full commitment to make 
each estimate or assignment as detailed and 
accurate as their talents and abilities allow. 

Professional estimators shall not engage in the 
practice of “bid peddling” as defi ned by this 
code. This is a breach of moral and ethical 
standards, and a member of this society shall 
not enter into this practice. 

Professional estimators and those in training 
to be estimators shall not enter into any 
agreement that may be considered acts of 
collusion or conspiracy (bid rigging) with 
the implied or express purpose of defrauding 
clients. Acts of this type are in direct violation 
of the Code of Ethics of the American Society 
of Professional Estimators. 

Professional estimators and those in training 
to be estimators shall not participate in acts, 
such as the giving or receiving of gifts, that 
are intended to be or may be construed as 
being unlawful acts of bribery. 

Canon #2

Basic Canons
Canon #1

Canon #3

Canon #4

Canon #5

Canon #6

Canon #7

Canon #8

Canon #9
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JOKE OF THE MONTH
An Engineer and a Construction Worker are 
sitting next to each other on a long fl ight 
across country. 

The Engineer leans over to the Construction 
Worker and asks if he would like to play a fun 
game. The Construction Worker just wants to 
take a nap, so he politely declines and rolls 
over to the window to catch a few winks.

The Engineer persists and states that the game 
is real easy and a lot of fun. He explains “I 
ask you a question, and if you don’t know the 
answer, you pay me $5. Then you ask me a 
question, and if I don’t know the answer, I’ll 
pay you $5.” 

Again, the Construction Worker politely 
declines and tries to get to sleep.

The Engineer, now somewhat agitated, says, 
“OK, if you don’t know the answer you pay 
me $5, and if I don’t know the answer, I’ll 
pay you $50!” This catches the Construction 
Worker’s attention, and he sees no end to this 
idiotic torment unless he plays, so he agrees to 
the game.

The Engineer asks the fi rst question. “What’s 
the distance from the earth to the moon?” The 
Construction Worker doesn’t say a word, but 
reaches into his wallet, pulls out a fi ve-dollar 
bill and hands it to the Engineer.

Now, it’s the Construction Worker’s turn. He 
asks the Engineer “What goes up a hill with 
three legs, and comes down on four?” 

The Engineer looks up at him with a puzzled 
look. He takes out his laptop computer and 
searches all of his references. He taps into the 
Airphone with his modem and searches the 
net and the Library of Congress. Frustrated, 
he sends e-mail to his co-workers -- all to no 
avail. 

After about an hour, he wakes the Construc-
tion Worker and hands him $50. The Construc-
tion Worker politely takes the $50 and turns 
away to try to get back to sleep.

The Engineer, more than a little miffed, shakes 
the Construction Worker and asks, “Well, so 
what’s the answer?” 

Without a word, the Construction Worker 
reaches into his wallet, hands the Engineer $5, 
and turns away to get back to sleep.
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The Estimating Today monthly magazine 
is looking for items to publish.

Submittal deadlines are:
February 20th for the April Issue 

March 25th for the May Issue
April 23rd for the June Issue

Send to Patsy (psmith@aspenational.org)

•Deadline for all Chapter awards (see Awards categories online at
www.aspenational.com – publications – Awards Guidelines.

June 1st

•Deadline for Nominations for Estimator of the Year, Fellow and 
Honorary member to reach SBO

Apr 15th

•Last day for nomination of candidates for Society Office to the 
Nomination Committee Chairman Frank Haas (frank@brasha.com)

•Chapters to submit Quarterly Chapter Report to Regional Governor
Feb 1st

Your Chapter Membership
list is attached.  Please

review it and don’t forget
to remind your members
to let us know when they

move or change jobs.

Meeting Contacts:  Check your listing in the forthcoming Estimating 
Today (Feb. edition) and if changes need to be made please send them

to nadean@aspenational.org or if you need to add a meeting notice.
For changes to your listing on the National website, please send

them to edwalsh@aspenational.org

We have received calls from members who are not receiving their 
monthly Estimating Today magazines.  Most common reasons:

1. Moved/changed jobs and failed to notify the SBO
2. Works in large company and magazines are not getting to them (speak to the 

mail department or front desk)
3. Mail being forwarded by the Post Office does not usually include magazines.

Nadean

If your Chapter has a website – please forward this information to us for
our records – simply send an email with your Chapter name and number 

along with the website address to nadean@aspenational.org
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Registration: 
 
Early Bird Registration 
Ends February 3, 2009 

Members:  $40.00 
Non-Members:  $45.00 
Students:  $20.00 
 
After February 3, 2009 

Members:  $45.00 
Non-Members:  $50.00 
Students:  $20.00 
 
To Register Online: 
http://aspedenver.eventbrite.com 

 
To Register by Phone: 
(720) 248-2770 

ADDRESS 

P.O. Box 3948 
Parker, CO 80134 
CONTACT 

Phone (720) 248-2770   
Fax (303) 755-7363 
www.aspedenver.org 

DENVER CHAPTER 5 

www.aspedenver.org 

CONSTRUCTIVE SOLUTIONS

FEBRUARY CHAPTER PROGRAM 
The Future of Estimating

Event Description: 
 
The extent to which the estimating industry continues to thrive is 
dependent upon those who are interested in, and who are 
entering the industry.  The enthusiasm and fresh perspectives 
they bring will enhance and broaden the richness of all estimating 
has to offer.  Preview the future of what the estimating industry 
has to offer.  Join us for a special presentation from the CSU 
Student Chapter.  
 
Register today! 

 

To register, go to: 
http://aspedenver.eventbrite.com 

 

Cancellation Policy: Although we hope you are able to attend each event for which you register, should 
you find it necessary to cancel your registration, please do so four business days before the event. If we 
receive your cancellation within this timeframe, you will receive credit towards a future event. However, if 
we receive your cancellation less than four days before the event, we will be unable to issue a credit and 
full payment is required.  All cancellation requests are to be received in writing via fax to (303) 755-7363.  
No shows are required to submit full payment. 

Event Details: 
 
Date/Time: 
Tuesday, February 10, 2009 
5:00pm Registration/Networking 
6:00pm Dinner Program 
 
Location: 
Red Lion Hotel 
4040 Quebec Street 
Denver, CO 80216 
 



Top 10 Reasons to Become 
 ASPE Certified 

Everybody knows that MD following an individual’s name 

means Medical Doctor. And most people know that CPA signi‐

fies Certified Public Accountant. Associations and professions 

use certification to recognize qualified and competent individu‐

als.  The certification process is one of the single most important 

steps in career development. Here are the top ten reasons an esti‐

mating professional should consider becoming ASPE‐Certified.  

1.  Certification grants you professional credentials.  

2.  Certification demonstrates your commitment to the 
industry and estimating profession.  

3.  Certification enhances the profession’s image. 

4.  Certification reflects personal achievement.  

5.  Certification builds self‐esteem.  

6.  Certification can improve career opportunities and 
advancement. 

7.  Certification may provide for greater earning po‐
tential. 

8.  Certification improves skills and knowledge. 

9.  Certification prepares you for greater on‐the‐job 
responsibilities. 

10. Certification offers greater recognition from peers.  
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Acoustical Concepts 
Accurate Construction Cost 
  Engineering, LLC
Adolfson & Peterson Construction  
Alliance Construction Solutions
 Alutiiq
ARC Integrated Program Management 
 Assoc. Construction Consultants
 Baker Concrete
Beck Group
Boles Custom Builders
Building Tech Consultants, Inc. 
Casson Duncan Constructors
CDM Constructors
CLC Associates, Inc.
Coe Construction, Inc.
CPC Painting
dcb Construction Company, Inc.
Denver Drywall Company 
 Design Mechanical Inc.
Douglass Roofi ng
Earth Tech/AECOM
F. Rodgers Corp.
Golden Triangle Construction
 Haselden Construction
 Heartland Acoustics & Interiors 
 Heggem-Lundquist 
Howell Construction
Interior Alterations, Inc. 
J. E. Dunn 
J.R. Huston Enterprises, Inc.
Jacobs Facilities, Inc. 
Kellogg, Brown & Root, Inc.
Kenny Electrical Services
Landtech Contractors Inc.
LPR Construction
Ludvik Electric 
M.A. Mortenson Construction
Madsen Kneppers & Associates 
Main Electric
Management Computer Controls
Maxwell Construction
McBride Electric
Merrick & Company 
 Metro Steel Fabricating 
MCM, Inc.
Mountain Steel & Supply Company
Murphy Company
PA Consulting Group 
Palace Construction Co. 

Member Company Roster
The following is a list of companies who 
are represented at ASPE Chapter 5...

Member Companies Continued...
Professional Investigative Engineers
Quality Electric 
Range Fuels, Inc.
Rider Levett Bucknall
RK Mechanical
Roche Constructors
Rolling Plains Construction
Sabells Enterprises, LLP
Shaw Construction
Sturgeon Electric 
Sunstate Equipment
Swinerton Builders
T.P. Enterprises, Inc.  
The Blue Book 
TJS Construction 
Total Plumbing
Trautman & Shreve, Inc.
Universal Forest Products
USA Masonry
Vertex Engineering
Weifi eld Group Contracting
West Electric
Weitz Company, LLC 
 

Membership Committee Update
Heather Boulanger - Chair
I would like to fi rst welcome our new members 
this month.  They are:

Rod Daniels, Total Plumbing; Jerry Lockamy,  
Accurate Construction Cost Engineering, LLC;
and Sean Saunar, Sunstate Equipment

I would also like to recognize all the guests at 
January’s meeting.  They were:

Clyde Armstrong, Sunstate Equipment; Eric 
Bivens, Nunn Construction; Jesse Clayburn,  
Dan Vandenburg, Heartland Acoustics; Bryce 
Huffman and Ben Stuckey, Piper Electric;
Clint Orr and John Turner, LPR Construction;
Jeff Payne, Illum Systems; Richard Simmons, 
KBR; Alex Szakal, Denver Commercial Builders

If you know of anyone that you think would 
enjoy the benefi ts of membership, please tell 
me and I can contact them. I can be reached 
at: (303) 659-7861, ext. 112 or email me at:  
heather@rollingplains.com.
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Offi cers:
President: Kye Holtan-Brown, CPE
Pinkard Construction
Email: kyeholtanbrown@yahoo.com
1st Vice President:  Heather Boulanger
Rolling Plains Construction
Email: heather@rollingplains.com
2nd Vice President:  Warren Newbauer
Murphy Company
Email: wneubauer@murphy-den.com
Secretary: Tom Bandy 
Alutiq, LLC.
Email: tbandy@alutiq.com
Treasurer: Newt Klusmire, CPE
Swinerton Builders
Email: nklusmire@swinerton.com

Board of Directors Members:
Eric Ross, MC2
 Email: laurenanderic@comcast.net 
Marc Reid, dcb Construction
 Email: amreid@comcast.net

Committees:
Awards Committee:
Heather Boulanger, Rolling Plains Construction
(303) 659-7861  Email: heather@rollingplains.com
Certifi cation Committee:
Bruce Thompson, CPE, Merrick & Company
(303) 751-0741  Email: bruce.thompson@merrick.com
Education Committee:
Henry Zurbrugg, Golden Triangle Construction
(303) 772-4051  Email: hzurbrugg@gtc1.net
Ethics Committee:
Newt Klusmire, CPE, Swinerton Builders
   Email: nklusmire@swinerton.com
Fundraising Committee:
Interested?  Contact Kye Holtan-Brown
Industry Liaison:
Chris Morton, Howell Construction
(303) 899-4784  Email: cmorton@howellconst.com
Membership Committee:
Heather Boulanger, Rolling Plains Construction
(303) 659-7861  Email: heather@rollingplains.com
Program Committee:
Ralph Kasper, Adolfson & Peterson Construction
(303) 363-7101  Email: rkasper@a-p.com
Newsletter Editor:
Suvi Caton, CPSM, Adolfson & Peterson Construction
(303) 363-7101  Email: scaton@a-p.com 
Webmaster:
Walter Graham, Develobling
   Email: walterg@develobling.com 
Administrative Management:
Nicole Singleton, Third Eye Group
   Email: nsingleton@thirdeyegroup.com
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Board Members & Committees      2008-2009

ASPE Denver Chapter 5
P.O. Box 3948

Parker, CO  80134
720.248.2770

info@aspedenver.org
www.aspedenver.org


