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Winner of the Best Newsletter Award 2012-13 Award in the Northwest Region! 

October 2014

In This Issue

We met for our last meeting at Hotel VQ on September 9th with the 
topic of Construction Industry: Economic Outlook presented by FMI.  
They reviewed the national and regional trends where the markets are 

exhaustively reviewed once a year and updated quarterly.  Those trends considered are 
building permits, architectural billings, government and other third party forecasts among 
other factors.  The forecast in 2015 is for total construction spending to return once again 
to the $1 Trillion mark from the peak in 2006.  Regionally, construction employment has 
grown 8% and labor shortage is contributing to the higher construction costs.  We can 
all attest to the fact that Colorado and Metro Denver have a strong construction market, 
shortage in qualified labor, and an expectant boom in population.  We will have to keep 
watch to see when the indicators predict another downturn, but the outlook over the next 
couple of years looks positive.

On September 10th, Eddie Castaneda and I attended Colorado State University’s 
Construction Management Scholarship and Awards Banquet in Fort Collins.  We met 
the recipient of ASPE’s scholarship, a young man in his 3rd year who is grateful for the 
assistance.  While we ate dinner with him, his 

Keep it green! Please print 
this newsletter only if 
absolutely necessary.

Date:  Tuesday, October 14, 2014

Time:  5:00pm Registration / Networking 
 6:00pm Dinner 
 7:00pm Program

NEW  Hodson’s Bar & Grill
Place!  999 18th Street, Suite 101
 Denver, CO 80202 
 *Corner of 19th & Curtis Street 
 
Cost:  $45.00 Members*
 $50.00 Non-Members*
 $30.00 Unemployed or  
             Retired Members 
  *$5 additional if you register after Oct. 9th

SEE YOU THERE!

Program information on page 4. 
Register at: www.aspedenver.org

KIOWA CREEK  
SPORTING CLUB  

46700 E. County Road 30 
Bennett, CO 

8am on October 3, 2014

LIFE CYCLE COST 
ESTIMATING

ASPE Annual Clay Shoot

Chapter Meeting 
Notice

October Program

Continued on page 3...
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Be a Tourist in Your Own Community
by, Matthew Rasmussen

FEATURE 
ARTICLE

2

A few years back I was flying back home to Colorado from a bid trip in Austin, Texas.  
The bid was a tough one. Nine days away from home.  I did not feel like reading or listening 
to music. So I listened to the passengers around me who were talking excitedly about their 
vacation plans for Colorado. This reminded me of a conversation that I had that Monday 
with a local estimator in Austin.

The estimator knew that I had stayed over the weekend to prepare for the bid. They asked 
what I did on my day off. I told them that 
I started my day with breakfast at a small 
local spot, then a walk along the river in 
downtown, a visit to the state capital, and I 
finished off the morning at the Texas State 
History Museum. I spent the afternoon 
watching the Broncos game with fellow 
out-of-town estimators at a sports bar. As I 
finished listing my adventures they replied 
back in surprise that they had not even been 
to half those places. I explained that I was an 
Air Force brat and was taught to explore as 
much as you could, you never knew when 
a transfer was coming and had to move on.  
That lesson in adult life was used for travel 
on business trips. You may never get back 
to a place, so see as much as you can while 
you are there.   

Realizing this, I had to ask myself - why 
was I not using this theory at home? In my 
own backyard? People come to Colorado 
for vacation by the plane load. So as I 
walked through the crush of humanity at 
DIA baggage claim, the decision was made. 
I was going to be a tourist in my own community.  
I decided to use the same planning technique that I used for my business and leisure travel.  
I would request travel guide information from the local visitors bureaus and I would order 
travel guides and maps from AAA. I also asked for recommendations from coworkers and 
friends. Armed with this information, the planning began.

I began by developing a wish list of sites to see and things to do. The list includes museums 
in Denver, hikes in the mountains, fishing spots, restaurants, festivals, sporting events, 
historic spots, and local, state, and national parks. 

Along with the wish list, I created a list of items needed to make a successful trip.  Most 
of the items can be found in my house, purchased but forgotten. These include rain coats, 
coolers, maps, GPS, snacks, sunglasses, sunscreen, water bottles, and toys for the kids.  This 
list will help with last minute packing. I realized the packing is also easier for a local trip.  
No worries about TSA restrictions or having luggage that weighs too much.  Just throw the 
bags in the car and go.  

Current Membership Count 66

Chapter Membership Classifications:
36.36% 24  Certified Professional 
  Estimator (CPE)
57.58% 38  Estimator (E)
0.00% 0  Associate Member (ASM)
1.52% 1  Constructor ( C)
0.00% 0  Student (S)
1.52% 1  Affiliate Member (AF)
0.00% 0  Member Emeritus (ME)
0.00% 0  Honorary Member (HM)
3.03% 2  Fellow (FCPE)
100.00% 66  Membership

Membership Statistics
(as of September 3, 2014)

Continued on page 3...
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With a travel destination and gear in the car, the family and I are ready to be tourists. The 
trips have varied from a few hours to a week long road trip. I review and update my wish 
list regularly and am always looking for a good recommendation!

Four examples of being a tourist:
½ hour Trip:
I was early for a business meeting in LoDo. Instead of checking e-mails, I walked over to 
Union Station to check out the new renovations.  

Several Hours Trip – Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge:
This was during a long weekend visit to the in-laws. Our group visited the Rocky Mountain 
Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge in Commerce City, CO. We stopped by the visitor center 
and museum to get the lay of the land. The ranger recommended a visit to see the Bison 
herd; it was like a mini-auto safari. Afterwards we stopped by Northfields for lunch and a 
visit to the Bass Pro Shops fish tanks for the kids.

Day Trip – Denver Art Museum:
In the morning I took the kids to a build and grow workshop at the Lowe’s Home Improvement 
Store.  The kids put together a toy made of wood.  In the afternoon we headed to the Denver 
Art Museum. The museum is large so we let everyone in the group choose one exhibit. Along 
the way the Museum had great hands on projects for the kids and the adults. Then we had 
dinner at Steuben’s on 17th Street.

Muti-Day Road Trip:
This trip was a big loop from Greeley to the Western Slope and back again. The unofficial 
theme was National Parks and Dinosaurs.  Some of the sites that we visited were Rocky 
Mountain National Park, Dinosaur National Monument, Utah Field House of National 
History State Park Museum, Colorado National Monument, and Dinosaur Journey Museum 
of Western Colorado.

mother and other attendees it reminds me of one of the reasons I became involved in ASPE, 
to get involved and give back.  I am thankful I attended college way back when it was 
reasonable.  I can’t imagine the financial strain on some families without the means or with 
multiple children in colleges and trade schools.  I’m glad to be a part of an organization that 
is able to make a difference.

With that being said, our annual sporting clay tournament is on October 3rd.  This is one of 
the events we have during the year to raise funds for our scholarship program.  If anyone is 
interested in helping me with breakfast and registration, please let me know.  It’s looking 
to be a great turnout!

The remaining meetings this year will be at Hodson’s Bar and Grill located at 999 18th 
Street, Denver, 80202.  This restaurant, in Denver Place, offers 3 hour parking validation, 
convenient to light rail access and a wonderful bar and dinner menu.  I hope to see you at 
our new location!

September  
Program
Pictures

FEATURE 
ARTICLE
...cont from pg 2

President’s Article
...cont from pg 1
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Eric Ross was born on Long Island, New York. During his growing up years, he participated 
in the Boy Scouts of America and achieved the Eagle Scout award.  He received a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Mathematics from Hope College in Holland, Michigan.  He then completed a 
Bachelor of Engineering degree in Civil Engineering from Hofstra University in Hempstead, 
New York.  After working for the City of New York Department of Environmental Protection 
for a year, he married and relocated to the metro Detroit area of Michigan.  In Michigan, he 
worked for two highway contractors and a municipal engineering firm over the course of 18 
years.  Eric moved to Colorado in 2005 to first work for Arapahoe Utilities & Infrastructure 
(AUI) then Brannan Construction.  He resides in the metro Denver area and he currently 
works for RIB Americas, Software Division located in Memphis, Tennessee.  Eric assists 
customers with customization or implementation of ICE (Interactive Cost Estimating) 
software within their corporate culture.

The RIB Group is a public company, headquartered in Stuttgart, Germany, and began as an 
ERP solution for the construction industry and was founded in 1961. In 1992, the company 
expanded to the 5D end-to-end technology solution for capital construction projects that it is 
today. RIB Americas has its Software Division in Memphis, Tennessee and its Professional 
Services Division in Atlanta, Georgia. The company now has over 15,000 global customers 
and over 600 employees worldwide.

The RIB philosophy, embraced by RIB Americas, proves that running together as technology 
partners with our clients creates innovative solutions. Working closely with clients and 
understanding the needs of the marketplace has transformed businesses to record profits 
and productivity.

Eric is a registered Professional Engineer in the State of Michigan.  He is also a Certified 
Professional Estimator through the American Society of Professional Estimators (ASPE) 
and a Certified Construction Contract Administrator through the Construction Specifications 
Institute (CSI).

Eric is also an active member of the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), the 
American Society of Professional Estimators (ASPE), the American Railway Engineering 
and Maintenance-of-way Association (AREMA), the Construction Specifications Institute 
(CSI), the National Society of Professional Engineers (NSPE) and the Project Management 
Institute (PMI).

Eric is currently the 1st Vice President, Membership Committee Chairperson, Treasurer 
and Chapter Teller of the Denver Chapter.

Get to know your 
Board Members:

Eric Ross

4



ASPE Denver Chapter Newsletter, Volume 14, Issue 2 Page  

ASPE Code of Ethics
Professional estimators and those in training shall perform services in areas of 
their discipline and competence. 

Professional estimators and those in training shall continue to expand their 
professional capabilities through continuing education programs to better enable 
them to serve clients, employers and the industry. 

Professional estimators and those in training shall conduct themselves in a 
manner that will promote cooperation and good relations among members of our 
profession and those directly related to our profession. 

Professional estimators and those in training shall safeguard and keep in 
confidence all knowledge of the business affairs and technical procedures of an 
employer or client. 

Professional estimators and those in training shall conduct themselves with 
integrity as all times and not knowingly or willingly enter into agreements that 
violate the laws of the United States of America or of the states in which they 
practice. They shall establish guidelines for setting forth prices and receiving 
quotations that are fair and equitable to all parties. 

Professional estimators and those in training shall utilize their education, 
years of experience and acquired skills in the preparation of each estimate 
or assignment with full commitment to make each estimate or assignment as 
detailed and accurate as their talents and abilities allow. 

Professional estimators and those in training shall not engage in the practice 
of bid peddling as defined by this code. This is a breach of moral and ethical 
standards, and a member of this society shall not enter into this practice. 

Professional estimators and those in training to be estimators shall not enter 
into any agreement that may be considered acts of collusion or conspiracy (bid 
rigging) with the implied or express purpose of defrauding clients. Acts of this 
type are in direct violation of the code of ethics of the American Society of 
Professional Estimators. 

Professional estimators and those in training to be estimators shall not 
participate in acts, such as the giving or receiving of gifts, which are intended to 
be or may be construed as being unlawful acts of bribery. 
Revision September, 2013

CAnOn 1

CAnOn 2

CAnOn 3

CAnOn 4

CAnOn 5

CAnOn 6

CAnOn 7

CAnOn 8

CAnOn 9
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Quote of the Month
“The brave man is not he who does not feel 
afraid, but he who conquers that fear.”  
   ~Nelson Mandela



ASPE OCTOBER CHAPTER PROGRAM 

LIFE CYCLE COST ESTIMATING 

Tuesday, October 14, 2014 
5:00pm Social / Networking 
6:00pm Dinner 
7:00pm Program 
 

Location: 
Hodson’s Bar & Grill 
999 18th Street, Suite 101 
Denver, CO 80202 
*Corner of 19th & Curtis Street 

To Register: www.aspedenver.org  
$45 Members* 

$50 Non-Members* 
$30 Unemployed or Retired Members 

*5.00 additional if you register after October 9th 

 

Join ASPE as we welcome Bret Bowser, COO, from Eos Group.  
Founded in 1995, Eos consists of engineers, certified cost estimators 
and project managers.  Their passion for the industry drives them to 
improve business processes and profitability.  Bret will be discussing 
how to transform cost history into a strategic asset and comprehensive 
life cycle cost estimating. 

 

Please see cancellation policy 
on aspedenver.org 
 
Our new location offers vali-
dated parking, access to light 
rail system, great food and 
drinks! 
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Assoc. Construction Consultants
Buckles Associated
Building Tech Consultants, Inc.
CDM Constructors, Inc.
CFC Construction Company
CMC Group Inc.
dcb Construction Company Inc
Demand Const. Services, Inc.
Diamond Excavating, Inc.
Drake Williams Steel-Mtn Steel Div.
Duro Electric Company
Eastcliffe Consulting, LLC
Faith Enterprises, Inc.
Fransen Pittman General Contractors
GH Phipps Construction
Gilmore Construction Corp.
Global Pipeline Consulting, Inc.
Heartland Acoustics & Interiors
Hensel Phelps Construction Co.
Howell Construction
Hyder Construction, Inc.
Interior Alterations, Inc.
J E Dunn Construction
J.R. Huston Consulting, Inc.
Jacobs Engineering Group

Member 
Company 
Roster
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Companies who represent the ASPE Chapter 5

Jacobs Facilites, Inc.
Jordy Construction
Kiewit Building Group
Ludvik Electric Co.
Madsen Kneppers & Associates
Maxwell Builders
Merrick & Company
Mortenson
Northern Electric, Inc.
Palace Construction
Peak Program Value, LLC
Piper Electric Co., Inc.
PreReference, Inc.
R.D. Simmermon & Company
RFP Consulting, Inc.
RIB Management Computer Controls, Inc.
Roche Constructors, Inc.
Rolling Plains, Inc.
Stapley Cost Consulting, LLC
TEPA
The Blue Book
Trautman & Shreve, Inc.
UFP Technologiel
Vertex Construction Services, Inc
Weifield Group Contracting
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Board Members & Committees 2014 - 2015      

ASPE Denver Chapter Inc.
18952 East Clear Creek Dr. 

Parker, CO 80134-4833
(720) 570-5750 

info@aspedenver.org
www.ASPEdenver.org

OFFICERS:
President: Stacie Flynn, E, Jordy Construction 
    (720) 570-5750   Email: stacie@jordyconstruction.com 
1st VP:     Eric Ross, CPE, RIB Management Computer Controls, Inc.
    (901) 359-2041  Email: eross@mc2-ice.com
Secretary: Robert Steele, E, Maxwell Construction, 
    (303) 762-1812 x340 Email:rsteele@maxwellbuilders.net
Treasurer: Eric Ross, CPE, RIB Management Computer Controls, Inc.

    (901) 359-2041  Email: eross@mc2-ice.com

BOARD OF DIRECTOR MEMBERS:
Gary Beatty, CPE, Drake-Williams Steel, Mountain Steel Division, gbeatty@dwsteel.com
Eduardo Castaneda, CPE, Roche Constructors, Inc., ecastaneda@rocheconstructors.com 
Matthew Rasmussen, E, Hensel Phelps Construction Co., mrasmussen@henselphelps.com

2012 President: Chris Morton, CPE, Howell Construction, Email: cmortoncpe@comcast.net

COMMITTEES:
Awards Committee Chair:
Stacie Flynn, E, Jordy Construction

(720) 570-5750  Email: stacie@jordyconstruction.com
Certification Committee Chair:
Bruce Thompson, CPE, Merrick & Company
(303) 751-0741  Email: bruce.thompson@merrick.com
Education Committee Chair:
TBD
Ethics Committee Chair:
TBD
Membership Committee Chair:
Eric Ross, CPE, RIB Management Computer Controls, Inc.
(901) 359-2041 Email: eross@mc2-ice.com
Program Committee Chair:
Officers and Board Members
Newsletter Committee Chair:
Chris Morton, CPE, Howell Construction
(303) 696-5812 Email: cmortoncpe@comcast.net 
Newsletter Editor
Laura Verrips, SandsComm
(303) 378-1063 Email: laura@sandscommconsulting.com
Webmaster
Stacie Flynn, E, Jordy Construction
(720) 570-5750  Email: stacie@jordyconstruction.com
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Just as our contact 
information changes, 
we’re sure yours does as 
well. Please remember 
to contact the National 
ASPE office if you have 
any changes!


