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PROFESSIONAL
ESTIMATOR Denver, Chapter 5

MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT
Heather Boulanger

CHAPTER MEETING
NOTICE

Date: Tuesday, January 10, 2012

Time: Registration/Networking: 5:00 pm
Dinner: 6:00 pm
Program: 7:00 pm

Place: Hotel VQ
14th Floor
1975 Mile High Stadium Circle
Denver, CO 80204

Cost: $45.00 w/registration*
$50.00 w/o registration*
$20.00 for students

*$5 off if you register by January 3
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Winner of the 2011 National Newsletter of the Year Award!

January 2012

Program information on page 4 -
register on aspedenver.org

In This Issue

Collaboration,
Integration and
Interoperability

through the Cloud
James Benham

Founder and President
JBKnowledge

Technologies, Inc.

I am making a plea to all of you for some help.  As you know, we
pride ourselves in supporting education - not just our own continuing
education to be better more knowledgeable estimators, but more

importantly to help future estimators.

We provide several scholarships to local colleges in order to assist those in the
construction industry.  In the past, with the help of our good friend Warren Neubauer,
we played an active role at CSU with their student chapter.  Our past President, Kye
Holtan-Brown has generously offered to help out, but she cannot do everything
herself.

We really need a member, or even several to take turns to offer to host a get-
together with the students.   It would entail an evening of your time to go and speak
with them about an estimating topic. If you are interested, please contact myself or
Kye.  Let’s kick off this new year right!

As always, If I may be of assistance please give me a call at (303) 659-7861, or
email me at:  heather@rollingplains.com.
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Net Zero ChallengesFEATURE
ARTICLE
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by Jim Dent, LEED AP, BD+C

Current Membership Count 79

Chapter Membership Classifications:
31.65% 25  Certified Professional

      Estimator (CPE)
51.90% 41  Estimator (E)
7.59% 6   Associate Member (ASM)
2.53% 2    Constructor (C)
0.00% 0    Student ( S )
3.80% 3    Affiliate Member ( AF )
0.00% 0    Member Emeritus ( ME )
0.00% 0    Honorary Member ( HM )
2.53% 2    Fellow ( FCPE )
100% 79 TOTAL

Membership Statistics
(as of December 1, 2011)

This is an interesting time.  The Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007, section
433, requires all Federal projects over $2,500,000.00 be net zero by 2030.  Designing and
constructing a net zero building is one thing, operating the building within the parameters of
the energy model is quite another.  That is where it gets interesting.

Suppose you walk in your office tomorrow morning and turn on the lights but they don’t
come on.  If your office is receiving the
appropriate amount of daylight, the
lighting control system will not allow you
to override the system and turn on your
office lights.  This is common practice in
the most energy efficient buildings in the
world.  The Research Support Facility on
the National Renewable Energy
Laboratory Campus in Golden is a good
example.  The lighting control system
operates completely independently of the
building occupants.  The RSF was a
performance based design build project.
The design team was contractually
obligated to deliver a building that
consumed a maximum of 35 KBtus/sq. ft.
/year.   The building lighting consumes  .2
watts per square foot. This figure, .2
watts per square foot is 80% under the 1
watt per square foot allowed by
ASHRAE 90.1.  This kind of efficiency
cannot be achieved counting on us
humans to remember to turn off the
lights.

Another element of energy efficiency associated with the RSF is the use of natural
ventilation.  The Building Automation System responds to high CO2 levels by opening
windows.  The windows are also manually operable, allowing the building occupants to
open and close windows to control their environment.  All of the employees in the RSF use
laptops.  Laptop computers use much less energy than tower type computers.  The
telephones in the RSF consume 2 watts instead of the 15 watts per telephone.  Every
aspect of energy usage was examined in the construction and occupation of the RSF.  The
Wayne Aspinall Building in Grand Junction is taking another step to control energy use.
Every workstation will have a plug strip controlled wirelessly by the lighting control system
occupancy sensor.  When the occupancy sensor detects no movement, the lights and the
plug strip will de-energize.

Continued on page 3...
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ASPE Code of Ethics
Professional estimators shall perform services in
areas of their disciplines and competence.

Professional estimators should continue to expand
their professional capabilities through continuing
education programs to better enable them to serve
clients, employers and the industry.

Professional estimators should conduct
themselves in a manner, which will promote
cooperation and good relations among members
of our profession and those directly related to our
profession.

Professional estimators shall safeguard and keep
in all confidence all knowledge of the business
affairs and technical procedures of an employee
or client.

Professional estimators shall conduct themselves
with integrity at all times and not knowingly or
willingly enter into agreements that violate the
laws of the United States of America or of the
states in which they practice. They shall establish
guidelines for setting forth prices and receiving
quotations that are fair and equitable to all parties.

Professional estimators shall utilize their
education, years of experience and acquired skills
in the preparation of each estimate or assignment
with full commitment to make each estimate or
assignment as detailed and accurate as their
talents and abilities allow.

Professional estimators shall not engage in the
practice of “bid peddling” as defined by this
code. This is a breach of moral and ethical
standards, and a member of this society shall not
enter into this practice.

Professional estimators and those in training to be
estimators shall not enter into any agreement that
may be considered acts of collusion or conspiracy
(bid rigging) with the implied or expressed
purpose of defrauding clients.  Acts of this type
are in direct violation of the Code of Ethics of the
American Society of Professional Estimators.

Professional estimators and those in training to
be estimators shall not participate in acts, such
as the giving and receiving of gifts, that are
intended to be or may be construed as being
unlawful acts of bribery.

Canon 1

Canon 2

Canon 3

Canon 4

Canon 5

Canon 6

Canon 7

Canon 8

Canon 9

3

Net Zero Challenges
cont. from page 2...
○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

The interesting part involves the building
occupants.  The people using the building
have to buy in.  They need to understand
and respect the energy goals associated
with a net zero building.  There is a learning
curve associated with occupying a net zero
building.  We have to give up control of the
building lighting systems.  We have to be
willing to open and close windows.  We
may even have to redefine our definition of
comfort.  The thermostat in our workspace
might go a couple of degrees warmer or
cooler than we are used to.

The payoffs are enormous.  Did you know
we only harvest 50% of the energy
contained in coal when we burn it to
generate electricity?  Did you know we
only use 10-20% of the electricity
generated?    If we would all adopt some
net zero best practices, our society would
use much less energy.  We would destroy
fewer mountains in our quest to mine more
coal.  Our air would be cleaner.  The
number of future power generating stations
would be reduced.

Think about it.  Don’t just turn off your
electronics, unplug them.  Turn off your
lights during the day.  Put a sweater on
instead of turning up your thermostat.  You
can save money.  You can save the planet.
Think about it.

ASPE 2011-2012
Meeting Schedule

January 10, 2012
February 14, 2012
March 13, 2012
April 10, 2012
May 8, 2012

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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“Taking It to the Next Level”
ASPE Denver Chapter 5 presents our Annual ASPE Estimating Academy.

What happens after the number-crunching is done? Our all-day event will feature topics such as analyzing risk,
contracts, and industry trends to help estimators put their proposals into strategic context and help sell their

company’s work.

SAVE THE DATE! Friday, February 24th, 2012
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"Collaboration, Integration and Interoperability through The Cloud"
In this talk, we discuss the current means and methods of using 'The Cloud' to integrate
construction technologies, applications, and processes for more efficient projects from start
to finish. We'll discuss how estimators can move applications off of the desktop into a
mobile, web based environment, enabling real time collaboration between multiple users in
different locations.

Speaker Biography | James Benham

James Benham is founder and president of JB Knowledge Technologies Inc.  He started
his company during his final year in the Corps of Cadets at Texas A&M University, where
he earned a Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting and a Master of Science in
Management Information Systems. Established with the aim of providing high quality
technology solutions to the North American marketplace, James' company has since grown
to provide premier technology services to companies large and small across the Western
Hemisphere, specializing in the construction, insurance, and real estate industries.

Along with software, database and web development, JBKnowledge's user-friendly
software products – such as SmartBidNet and SmartCompliance – allow companies to
streamline enterprise management, data interchange, compliance and document workflow
processes via secure, web-based platforms. JBKnowledge has offices in Atlanta, Las
Vegas, and Salta, Argentina and is headquartered in Bryan/College Station, TX where
James resides with his wife and two daughters.

As an entrepreneur with expert knowledge in the past, present, and future capabilities of
information technology, James has earned kudos and repeat speaking requests from scores
of organizations across North America. He has discussed everything from information
technology solutions, strategy and management to marketing and social media. Hosting
organizations range from advertising clubs to construction industry trade shows to college
classrooms. His energy, friendly nature, and ability to engage whoever he finds himself in

January Program Description
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Acoustical Concepts
Acoustical Services Corp.
Adolfson & Peterson Construction
Akima Construction Services, LLC
Alutiiq, LLC
ARC Integrated Program Management
Assoc. Construction Consultants
Buckles & Associates
Building Tech Consultants, Inc.
Catamount Constructors
CDM Constructors
CFC Construction Company
CH2M Hill Constructors, Inc.
CLC Associates, Inc.
Coblaco Services
dcb Construction Company, Inc.
Demand Construction Services, Inc.
Douglas Roofing
Drake Williams Steel
Duro Electric Company
Eastcliffe Construction LLC
ETG Systems, Inc.
Fransen Pittman General Contractors
Golden Triangle Construction
Heartland Acoustics & Interiors
Heggem-Lundquist
Howell Construction
Hyder Construction, Inc.
Insituform Technologies, Inc.
Interior Alterations, Inc.
J.E. Dunn
Jacobs Engineering Group
Jordy Construction
J.R. Huston Consulting
Kellogg, Brown & Root, Inc.
Landtech Contractors Inc.
Ludvik Electric
Madsen Kneppers & Associates
Main Electric
Management Computer Controls
Maxwell Builders
Merrick & Company
Metro Steel Fabricating
Mortenson

Member Company Roster
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The following is a list of companies who are
represented at ASPE Chapter 5…

MWH Constructors
Northern Electric Inc.
PA Consulting Group
Palace Construction Co.
Pasterkamp Heating & Air Conditioning
Pinkard Construction
Piper Electric
R.D. Simmermon & Company
RFP Consulting, Inc.
Rider Levett Bucknall
Roche Constructors
Rolling Plains
Shaw Construction
SL Mechanical Consulting, Inc.
Solutions Before Solutions After
Spears Manufacturing
Starr Painting and Drywall
Sturgeon Electric
Sunstate Equipment
T.P. Enterprises, Inc.
Tetra Tech
The Blue Book
Total Plumbing, Inc.
Trautman & Shreve, Inc.
Universal Forest Products
Vertex Construction Services, Inc.
Weifield Group Contracting
West Electric

Member companies cont...

Quote of the Month

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○“What lies behind us and what lies
before us are tiny matters compared
to what lies within us.”.

~ Ralph Waldo Emerson
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Board Members & Committees 2011 - 2012

ASPE Denver Chapter 5
1114 West 7th Avenue,

Suite 250
Denver, CO 80204

(720) 235-1950
info@aspedenver.org
www.aspedenver.org

OFFICERS:
President: Heather Boulanger
Rolling Plains, Inc., Email: heather@rollingplains.com
1st Vice President: Eric Ross, CPE
Management Computer Controls, Email: laurenanderic@comcast.net
2nd Vice President: Kye Holtan-Brown, CPE

Pinkard Construction, Email:  khb4111@gmail.com
3rd Vice President: David Morgan, CPE
RTD FasTracks, Email: David.Morgan@RTDFastracks.com
Secretary: Jim Dent
Weifield Group Contracting, Email: jdent@weifieldgroup.com
Treasurer: David Morgan, CPE
RTD FasTracks, Email: David.Morgan@RTDFastracks.com
BOARD OF DIRECTOR MEMBERS:
Gary Beatty, CPE, Drake-Williams Steel, Mountain Steel Division, gbeatty@dwsteel.com
Marc Reid, CPE, dcb Construction, amreid1975@gmail.com
Robert Steele, Maxwell Construction, rsteele@maxwellconst.com
Craig Tarr, Madsen Kneppers & Associates, ctarr@mkainc.com
COMMITTEES:
Awards Committee Chair:
Heather Boulanger, Rolling Plains, Inc.

(303) 659-7861 Email: heather@rollingplains.com
Certification Committee Chair:
Bruce Thompson, CPE, Merrick & Company
(303) 751-0741 Email: bruce.thompson@merrick.com
Education Committee Chair:
Kye Holtan-Brown, CPE, Pinkard Construction

(303) 345-2842 Email: khb4111@gmail.com
Ethics Committee Chair:
Marc Reid, CPE, dcb Construction
(303) 287-5525 Email: amreid@comcast.net
Industry Relations Chair:
Marc Reid, CPE, dcb Construction
(303) 287-5525 Email: amreid1975@gmail.com
Membership Committee Chair:
Eric Ross, CPE, Management Computer Controls
(800) 225-5622 Email: laurenanderic@comcast.net
Program Committee Chair:
Kye Holtan-Brown, CPE, Pinkard Construction

(303) 345-2842 Email: khb4111@gmail.com
Newsletter Committee Chair:
Chris Morton, CPE, Howell Construction
(303) 899-4784 Email: cmortoncpe@comcast.net
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster
Suvi Caton, CPSM, LEED AP, Strategic Marketing Concepts (SMC)
(720) 480-5187 Email: suvicaton@smc-strategy.com
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Association Management:
 Rocky Mountain Construction

Alliance, LLC
Executive Directors:

Dave Davia & Michael Gifford


