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Missed you all at the September meeting. Unfortunately, I 
had a work obligation. This obligation was the Hensel Phelps 
estimating seminar. Estimators came from all over the United 
States to Greeley, Colorado to learn and meet each other face to face.  

During the seminar, I was asked if it was worth joining ASPE. I did not even 
hesitate saying yes. I gave three reasons. These are the same reasons why 
my company spent the money and the time to bring together our estimators.  

First is Education. We all need to keep learning. Second is Fellowship. Why 
you ask fellowship?  It is important to get to know who you may work with in 
the future. Also, it is always good to hear a war story or two. You are not in 
this alone. Third and final is Resources. The people you meet and hang out 
with will turn into resources. They may help with that question that needs an 
answer or maybe even a project lead.

So, with that in mind if you have not renewed your membership, please do 
so. If you already have renewed, Thank You! 

*Bring a coworker or a trade partner with you to the next meeting. We can 
all benefit!

Keep it green! Please print this 
newsletter if absolutely necessary.
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SCHEDULE

ASPE SPORTING CLAY 
TOURNAMENT
Thursday Oct. 5, 2017 
8:15am - 1:00pm
Kiowa Creek Sporting Club 
46700 E. County Road 30 
Bennett, CO 

OCTOBER MEETING 
Transformation of the 
National Western Complex

GENERAL NOTES
Ben is the Chief Estimator for 
Piper Electric in Arvada and when 
he’s not crunching numbers and 
cranking out budgets and proposals, 
he’s summiting the world’s tallest 
peaks. Ben shared his summit up 
the Himalayan mountain, Cho Oyu, 
on the China-Nepal boarder at the 
September Chapter Meeting. Ben’s 
passion for climbing was highlighted 
with a quote he shared:

“Our truest life is when we are in 
dreams awake.” 

– Henry David Thoreau

Ben is currently planning a trip 
to climb in the Himalayas next 
year in October with sights set on 
summiting Ama Dablam at 22,550’. 
You can follow Ben at: 
www.aclimbersdream.blogspot.com

Tuesday, October 10, 2017
4:30 Board Meeting (Open)
5pm Networking
6pm Dinner & Program
Register: www.aspedenver.org
Urban Roadhouse
999 18th Street, Suite 101 
Denver, CO 80202

True Summit of Cho Oyu at 26,907’ with  
Mt. Everest in the distance on 09/29/05
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A Question of Ethics? 
by, Eric A. Ross, PE, CPE

FEATURE ARTICLE

As estimators we are exposed to situations that will challenge or question our ethics especially in 
a turbulent economy.  Being a part of a professional association like ASPE we have clear direction 
on our professional behavior through our societies Code of Ethics.

A few years ago my employer submitted pricing to a client through Reverse Auction Bidding.  If 
you are not familiar with Reverse Auction Bidding here is a brief explanation.  Potential bidders 
put together pricing based on contract documents; bidders submit prices electronically in real 
time which are ranked; bidders can re-submit lower prices until the pre-defined closing time.  The 
identities of the bidders are kept confidential but ALL bidders see the prices of others in real time.

Based on this brief overview of Reverse Auction Bidding does this method contradict the ASPE 
Code of Ethics?  In my opinion I believe it does violate Canon #5 and here’s why.  The process 
requires a bidder to submit an initial price then up until bidding is closed the bidder can reduce 
their price based on seeing the prices submitted by others.  My two main issues with reverse 
auction bidding are; padding or inflating pricing and bid shopping.

Canon #5 states, “Professional estimators shall conduct themselves with integrity at all times 
and not knowingly or willingly enter into agreements that violate the laws of the Unites States of 
America or of the states in which they practice.  They shall establish guidelines for setting forth 
prices receiving quotations that are fair and equitable to all parties.”
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Consider becoming a yearly sponsor for our newsletter. Each 
year we publish nine (9), monthly newsletters. Sponsors will 
be able to help Denver #5 provide additional scholarships for 
students for the 2017-2018 school year.

PLATINUM: $40/issue = $360 – full page advertisement
GOLD: $20/issue = $180 – half page advertisement
SILVER: $10/issue = $90 – quarter page advertisement
BRONZE: $5/issue = $45 – eighth page advertisement

Contact the Newsletter Committee Chair, Paul Jonez at 
pjonez@gtc1.net for more information.

THE DENVER CHAPTER 5 
NEWSLETTER IS  
SEEKING SPONSORS

CONT ON PG 4

	 	CODE ANALYSIS
Membership as of September 17

Estimator ( E ) 23 58%

Student (S) 0 0%

Fellow (FCPE) 3 8%

Member Emeritus (ME) 1 3%

Certified Professional 

Estimator (CPE) 13 33%

Total:  40 100%
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MAINTAINING YOUR CERTIFICATION
The Construction industry changes continually and the Certified 
Professional Estimator must be aware of these changes and be able to 
evaluate their impact upon his/her trade. We, as a Society, must show the 
industry and the public that the CPE is a highly educated and motivated 
person who maintain his/her level of knowledge through continued 
education and interaction with others in the industry.

Renewal RequiRements:
The ASPE Certification Requirements Program supports the ongoing 
professional development of ASPE Certified Construction Estimating Professionals and 
maintenance of ASPE Certification. CPE’s must accrue a minimum of thirty (30) professional 
development units (PDU) per each year of the renewal cycle in at least two different categories. 
This equates to a minimum of 90 PDU’s during each full renewal cycle.

For more information, check out our website. https://www.aspenational.org

WHY ASPE? 
Share, Collaborate, Exchange and Grow. If you submit numbers on bid day, then you belong in ASPE.   

The American Society of Professional Estimators serves residential, commercial and civil 
construction estimators by providing Education, Fellowship, and the opportunity for Professional 
Development. The proper Education, Ethics, Standards, Certification and Fellowship lead to the 
ultimate goal of Professionalism. Join today and contact us with any questions you may have 
about membership.

why Become a ceRtified PRofessional estimatoR?

Everybody knows that MD following an individual’s name means Medical Doctor. And most people 
know that CPA signifies Certified Public Accountant. Associations and professions use certification 
to recognize qualified and competent individuals. The certification process is one of the single 
most important steps in career development. Here are a few of the many reasons an estimating 
professional should consider becoming ASPE-Certified.

• Demonstrates your commitment to the industry and estimating profession
• Enhances the profession’s image
• Reflects personal achievement
• Builds self-confidence
• Improves career opportunities and advancement
• Provides for greater earning potential
• Improves skills and knowledge
• Prepares you for greater on-the-job responsibilities

To learn everything you need to know about the certification program, contact any of the board 
members or go to https://www.aspenational.org and go to the Certification tab.

3



ASPE Denver Chapter 5 Newsletter, Volume 17, Issue 2 Page  

The commentary associated with this Canon in the Standard Estimating Practice manual states in 
part (5.1), “not participating in bid shopping as it is known in the construction industry” and (5.4) 
“not padding or inflating quoted bid prices.”

In construction law, bid shopping is the practice of divulging a contractor’s or subcontractor’s bid 
to other prospective contractor(s) or subcontractor(s) before the award of a contract in order to 
secure a lower bid.

By lowering ones price based on seeing other prices drop, you would be participating in a form 
of bid shopping a direct violation of our societies Code of Ethics.  In addition, lowering ones price 
implies that the initial price was inflated.

As a professional association we must strongly encourage ethical behavior to separate us from 
those that do not practice ethical behavior.

Eric A. Ross, PE, CPE, CSI, CCCA, PMI, is a Senior Implementation Consultant with RIB.  He has over 30 years of 
experience in the construction industry, encompassing field management, design, engineering, estimating and 
estimating system development.  He currently assists companies with development and implementation of iTWO 
within their estimating departments.  iTWO technology integrates 3D BIM design with time and cost, to enable the 
project life cycle to be managed in a single platform. Current and past clients range from specialty subcontractors 
to billion dollar contractors throughout the United States and Canada.  Eric holds a Bachelor of Arts in 
Mathematics from Hope College, a Bachelor of Engineering in Civil Engineering from Hofstra University.  He is a 
licensed Professional Engineer, and a Certified Professional Estimator.  Among his professional activities include; 
membership in American Society of Civil Engineers, American Society of Professional Estimators, American Railway 
Engineering and Maintenance-of-Way Association (AREMA), Construction Specifications Institute, National Society 
of Professional Engineers, and Project Management Institute.  Eric is an active member of ASPE Denver Chapter #5.

FEATURE ARTICLE cont from pg 2
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AMERICAN SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL ESTIMATORS 

DENVER CHAPTER 5 
OCTOBER 2017 PROGRAM 

Transformation of the National Western Complex 
 

TO REGISTER: 
www.aspedenver.org  

$40 Members 
$45 Non-Members* 

$30 Unemployed or Retired Members 
$15 Students 

*5.00 late registration after Oct. 3 
 

Please see cancellation policy on aspedenver.org  
This restaurant offers validated parking, access to light rail 

system, great food and drinks! 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2017  
4:30pm Board Meeting (Open to Members) 

5:00pm Registration / Networking  
6:00pm Dinner 

7:00pm Program 
 

DINNER LOCATION: 
Urban  Roadhouse 999 18th Street, Suite 101 

Denver, CO 80202 
*Corner of 19th & Curtis Street 

 
Come hear an overview of the plans for redevelopment of the existing National Western Complex, home 
of the annual National Western Stock Show, into the National Western Center - a campus that will be 
able to host a larger version of the “super-bowl of stock shows”, will provide greatly enhanced 
opportunities for year-round events and activities, and will include on-campus facilities and programs 
by CSU.  The presentation will also touch on the eight program-wide goals of the capital build team and 
what makes this development and its team unique. Information on how to get notices of upcoming 
procurements will be provided. 
 
Kye Holtan-Brown has worked over 22 years in the construction field, including 18+ years providing pre-
construction services (design management, estimating, and budget management) for new construction, 
additions, and remodels. Project types have included multi-family, schools, labs, offices, mountain 
resorts, light rail and federal and municipal projects. While most of her career has been based in the 
Denver area, she has worked on projects as far-ranging as California, Alaska, New Mexico and Canada. 
 
Recently Kye took on a new challenge as a Project Manager for the National Western Center 
redevelopment that will help change the face of Denver over the next 10+ years. Her primary focus is 
providing owner representative services for the National Western Stock Show as part of the team that is 
redeveloping the existing stock show complex into a larger, multi-faceted campus. 
 

 
 



SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

Tournament Sponsor & Team $975 
(5 available)  

Station Sponsor & Team  $950 
(10 available)  

Shell Sponsor & Team  $900 
 (2 available)  

Station Sponsor  $500  
 (10 available)  

Shell Sponsor  $450  
 (3 available)  

Lunch Sponsor  $300  
 (2 available)  

Breakfast Sponsor  $250 
 (1 available)  

 

REGISTRATION FEES 

Team Entry Fee   $500 
 (includes 5 shooters)   

Individual Entry Fee  $125  

 

 

 

 

Denver Chapter 5 Presents 

2017 ASPE 

SPORTING CLAY 

TOURNAMENT 

Thursday, October 5, 2017 

Starting at 8:15am 
 

Kiowa Creek Sporting Club 

46700 E County Road 30 

Bennett, Colorado 

Join ASPE Denver Chapter 5 for this exciting 

event!  The annual Sporting Clay Tournament 

provides a great opportunity to network with 

fellow enthusiasts and professionals in the 

construction industry.  It also helps raise 

funds for local college scholarships. 
 

SCHEDULE 
Registration 8:15AM 

Shoot 9:00AM 

Luncheon 12:00PM 
 

EQUIPMENT INFORMATION 
Shells will be provided; Ear & Eye Protection are also 

provided if you need it. 

Bring your own gun. 

Gun Rentals are available through Kiowa Creek  

(303) 644-4627 
 

REGISTER TODAY AT: 

www.aspedenver.org 
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ASPE CODE OF ETHICS
Professional estimators and those in training shall perform services in areas of their 
discipline and competence. 

Professional estimators and those in training shall continue to expand their professional 
capabilities through continuing education programs to better enable them to serve clients, 
employers and the industry. 

Professional estimators and those in training shall conduct themselves in a manner that 
will promote cooperation and good relations among members of our profession and those 
directly related to our profession. 

Professional estimators and those in training shall safeguard and keep in confidence all 
knowledge of the business affairs and technical procedures of an employer or client. 

Professional estimators and those in training shall conduct themselves with integrity as 
all times and not knowingly or willingly enter into agreements that violate the laws of 
the United States of America or of the states in which they practice. They shall establish 
guidelines for setting forth prices and receiving quotations that are fair and equitable to all 
parties. 

Professional estimators and those in training shall utilize their education, years of 
experience and acquired skills in the preparation of each estimate or assignment with full 
commitment to make each estimate or assignment as detailed and accurate as their talents 
and abilities allow. 

Professional estimators and those in training shall not engage in the practice of bid 
peddling as defined by this code. This is a breach of moral and ethical standards, and a 
member of this society shall not enter into this practice. 

Professional estimators and those in training to be estimators shall not enter into any 
agreement that may be considered acts of collusion or conspiracy (bid rigging) with the 
implied or express purpose of defrauding clients. Acts of this type are in direct violation of 
the code of ethics of the American Society of Professional Estimators. 

Professional estimators and those in training to be estimators shall not participate in acts, 
such as the giving or receiving of gifts, which are intended to be or may be construed as 
being unlawful acts of bribery. 
Revision September, 2013

canon 1

canon 2

canon 3

canon 4

canon 5

canon 6

canon 7

canon 8

canon 9
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PROJECT TEAM 2017 - 2018      

President

Matthew Rasmussen, E
Hensel Phelps Construction Co.
(970) 352-6565
mrasmussen@henselphelps.com

secretary

Robert Steele, E
Himmelman Construction
(303) 877-8745
robert@himmelmanconstruction.com

1st VP
Paul Jonez, CPE
Golden Triangle Construction
(720) 340-6332
pjonez@gtc1.net

treasurer

Eric Ross, CPE
RIB Management Computer Controls, Inc.
(901) 359-2041
eric.ross@rib-software.us

Justin Pollard, E
Murphy Company
(303) 999-6823
jpollard@murphy-den.com

immediate Past President:
Stacie Flynn, E
Cumming Corporation
(720) 626-1358
staciewflynn@gmail.com 

Greg Spawn, E
Extreme Fire Protection
(303) 389-9910
gregs@extremefo.com

COMMITTEES:
 
Awards Chair: Stacie Flynn
Certification Chair: Danielle Nicol, CPE
Education Chair: TBD
Ethics Chair: TBD
Membership Chair: Eric Ross, CPE
Program Chair: TBD
Newsletter Chair: Paul Jonez, CPE
Webmaster: Stacie Flynn
 

CONTRIBUTORS:

Chris Morton, FCPE
Howell Construction
(303) 696-5812
cmortoncpe@comcast.net

Danielle Nicol, CPE
Belair Sitework Services
(303) 394-1300
danielle.nicol@belair-us.com

PUBLISHER:
Laura Verrips
SandsComm
(303) 378-1063 
laura@sandscommconsulting.com

Just as our contact information changes, we’re sure yours does as well. 
Please remember to contact the National ASPE office if you have any changes!
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Assoc. Construction Consultants
Belair Sitework Services
Bristol Industries, LLC
Buckles & Associates
Building Tech Consultants, Inc.
CDM Constructors, Inc.
CFC Construction Company
CMC
Commercial Building Services
Concrete Authority, LLC
Cumming
Demand Const. Services, Inc.
Drake Williams Steel
E Light Electric
Eastcliffe Consulting, LLC
Extreme Fire Protection
Faith Enterprises, Inc
Faithful + Gould
Flynn D&D/Monarch

PROJECT DIRECTORY Companies who represent the ASPE Chapter 5
Fransen Pittman General Contractors
Golden Triangle Construction, Inc.
Heartland Acoustics & Interiors
Hensel Phelps Construction Co.
Howell Construction
Interior Alterations, Inc.
J. R. Huston Consulting, Inc.
Jacobs
Jordy Construction
L.P.R. Construction Company
Lockwood Facades Inc.
Ludvik Electric Co.
Madsen, Kneppers & Associates Inc.
Maxwell Builders
Merrick & Company
Mortenson
Murphy Company
National Wetern Center
Palace Construction

Peak Program Value, LLC
Pendleton Resources
PreconConsult
Redd Co Fence, LLC
Redd Iron, Inc
RIB Americas
Rockford Construction
Rolling Plains, Inc.
SimplexGrinnell
Skyline Glass
Sturgeon Electric
Sure Steel, Inc.
TEPA
Trautman & Shreve, Inc.
Vertex Construction Services, Inc

CONTACT US AWARDS
aSpE DEnvEr chaptEr Inc.
18952 East Clear Creek Dr. 
Parker, CO 80134-4833
(970) 352-6565
info@aspedenver.org
www.ASPEdenver.org

WInnEr of outStanDIng chaptEr 
2013, 2014, 2015, 2016

golD lEvEl outStanDIng chaptEr

2016

aSpE natIonal
2525 Perimeter Place Drive, Ste 103
Nashville, TN 37214
(615) 316-9200
email National
www.ASPENational.org

ASPE CORE VALUES, MISSION, VISION
corE valuES
Education: We care passionately about educating and mentoring the next generation of 
professional estimators.

Professionalism: We care passionately about promoting professional estimating as a lifelong 
pursuit of excellence and credibility.

Fellowship: We care passionately about developing a network of industry leaders and peers 
to which belonging is worthwhile.

mISSIon: We are a fellowship of professional estimators pursuing excellence in construction 
through a variety of resources.

vISIon: To be the innovative leader and recognized authority through education, 
certification, and standardization. 


